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The Epiſtle 
Friends Houle, to light 
ypona bricfe Hiſtory of 
the Life, Arraignement 
and Death of thate Wir 
rour of all truc Honour 
and Vertue Syr Thoma 
eMMore,vyho by his Wiſ 
dome, Learning, & SanJ” 
tity , hath eternized higſ© 
Name,Coirey , & Profſf 
feſlion , throughout the"! 


.h CO i 49,J.70 


Chriſtian World, "rl t] 


immortal Glory 


It 


Finding » by peruſallſo 
[Op 


a 


Dedicatory. 
therof, the ſame replent+ 
Eshcd yvich incoparable 
Treaſures , of no lefle | 
Worthy, and moſt Chris | 
ſtia Factes,then of Wiſes | 
P & Religious Scnrences, 
Apophthcgmes , & Say= 
anJings 3 1 dens | it not 
| his only: ancrrour to permit” 
pro hfo great a light toly bu- 
chalricd, as it vyere, vvithin 
vithIthe voalls of one-priuate 
andFamily : but alſo iudged - 
it yyorthy the Preſſe, cus: 
i{allſof a golden CharaRer(if 
ae | w_ n 


Wks. <4 rn d 
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The Epiiile 
Kyvyerctobe had) tothe 
end, the vvhole World 
might receaue. comfort 
and profit byxcading che 
ſame. 

. Hauing made RE Re- 
{ohitivin , a Diffticuluc 
preſented it ſelfe ro my 
Thoughts, vnder vvhoſe 
Shaddory or Patronage 

I mighy beſt shelter the 
Vorke:: yntoyy® ftrife, 
Your LADISHIP, 


OCCUTring LO. my cogita- 


the 


Dodicapory.” 
> BEAMS of yout | 


1d VORTH, & H Oz 
21t {NO R; ſodazeling my 
he IN yes, wt could Hitcerhe 


one other more Fir | o? 
.c-i Vorthy to imbrate- && 
t16 firotect ſo Glorrous and | 
ay Eicmorable Examples. | 
Ny: Of vvhole GOOD- 0 
ES Iam ſo confider, 
x vvithout farther #7 

ate, þ dg, this Enter- 
P, ſhange of Friendshippe 


ta- y vyorthily be made 


th LV YECNC the SAINT 
he > 1 fa and. 


"The Fyilte , 
and FOU, YOU (Mag: 
dame)shal Patronize hi 
 HONOP R heereo 
Earth;and HE, hall be 
come a Patrone.,and In 
tercellour for Y O Ui I 
Heaucn. 


By By him , eh 4m You 
an + profeſÞu, 
ſed SerwantF” 


. 
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EGS PTCA PORARIR 
RG PELETOSTRCLHD 
WHE PREFACE 

of the. Authour . 


In ORASMYCH , as Syc 
) ix Thomas More Xnieht, ſow- 
: tymes Lord Chancellour of 


ngland, « Mar of [ingular Vere 
ut,and of an vnſpetted Conſtiencez 
+ ( «5 witneſſerh Eraſmus )more 
Pure, and white then ſnowe : of 
o Angelicall a Wit ( fayth he ) 
What England never had the like |} 
defore, nor cuer ſhall againe: TL © 
Man 1 ſay ) vniuerſally well fludied, 
t only in the Lawes of our owne 
Realme ( 4 Study able to accupy the 
whole life of a map ) but alſo in all 6= 
OD Wer Scizces both Humane © Dingines 
= pas in his one dayes ( of much wore 


'T 
2d 


"I defernedlyantheſe) efteemed wor 
|| of perperugl! Memory © 1 Williat 
zaper þis mot ovnworthy Sonne-4 
lav( by Marriage of bis elde#t Da 
i$/ter ) knowing 20 mn lining 
this days\able toſpeake more of 
Life and C onucrſation, then my ſelf 
bo as continually refadent tut 
Heovſe for the ſpace of ſixteene ye 
res and more; haueatthe requeit 
#iucrs worthy friends, put doVne 
| wr3ting, ſuch thinges > rouching th 
ſame, 45 I canat this preſent Yell ca 
 torememorance (hauing crouch if 
 weegligencesforgeatien many other 4 
ry ::0table palſazes theref) to the evfide 
* ,thit all chowld not wtterly perth 8 
pieterity The which 1 hane heere pe 
formed,to my ability, ina playne a; 
bumble Style; leaning the [ane as aj 
wvirtt to a more shillfull and exquii 
ſite Pen , When Tyme, and Occaſin 
; hall affer themſclucs, todilate there 
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A Jr Thomas More... : 


a YR T Lame: More was- 


, borne in London, of. 
\N worſhip full Parents. 
&S=(QJ His Father was a Swe; 4 


Kent of ' Lincalnes' Inne..,; and * 
| b ought him. YP TY the. Latitte',. 


ongue,, at S., Antonyes Sghoale S 
n London, ; who was yery.hor: 
ly after, by bis Fathers pr 


ment, receiued into!” the. 6 


= = 


of that Worthy, and. Learn J 


DEPP C ardingdll Morton; where: 
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_—. Tiff | 
though he was but younge. in 
eares,he- would in theryme of 


_ Chriſtmas, ſuddainly ſteppe in 
amongſt the Players, and there 
ex tempore , without any ſtudy 
of the Matter , or leaſt ſtay , or 
ſtammering in his ſpeach, make 
a part of his owne preſent wit, 
amongſt them: which was more 
delightfull, and pleaſing to the 

Nobles, & Gentlemen ; vied 
to beat Supper with the Cardi- 
_ wall, then all the premeditated 
arts of the Players. 

_ + This Cardinal{ tooke more 
delightin his wit; and' coward- 

_ nes, then he did-of any other 
temporall Matter whavſocuer ; 


& would 'oftenifay of him,'vn- 


t6 Uiuers of kisfamiliar Friends, 
who vcd! dinner/& fupper with 
him ; The ang \ Here, wayting- at 
DTEOES 


bb oh hes FS þ@0 wa £A Aa oo cc: >» AM az hu 


the 


I 


fn 2 a Vee, ,c 


Sy r Tho. Mares 


the table, belies ſhall line to Jon þ 


it, _> roue 4 meruailous Map. 
for his better "et 2 


rance in learning, he placed him 
at Oxford; where when he-was 
well inſtructed in the Greeke & 


Latyn tongues, he was then, fot 


the Comon Lawes of the king 


dome,putto an Inne of Chan- 


cery,called New Inze; where an '. 


{mall tyme he profited ſo well; 
that he was from thence ie itn 


ted into Lincolnes Tnne, with ve- 
ry ſmallallowance; ; continuing! 
there his ſtudy, vatill he: was 


made Barriſter. 


After this, to his high: Goin ; 
mendations, he read for a good - 
ſpace, a publique Le&ture of S, .. 


'S: 1 uouftine de Cinitate Dei inthe 


Church of $. Lazrexce in the Old _ | 
ey in Londpn , wheruntores » 
Az lorted 


1 


—_ . 
Garved one DoRor Cor{in,an cx 


cellent Scholler, and __ De-: 


uine, and all the chiefe learned 
in, and about the Citty of Lon- 
don , | 
Then was he made Reader of 
Furuinalls Inne,where he remas « 
' ned-for the ſpace of aboue three 
yeares ; and then he gaue him- 
ſelfe wholy to deuotio & prayer 
itt the Charter-houſe at Lox 
. dop , lyuing "there Reltgiouſly 
foure yeares without yow ; du- 
ring which tyme he often reſor- 
ted: to the houſe of one M.Cols 
(a Gentleman in Efex) who v- 
{ed many tymes to inuite him 
thither . : 
'. This M.Colt had threedaugh: 
ters;,whoſe honeſt and vertuous 
aducations were the chiefe Mo- 


tives, thatinduced him to place 


* . 
# = { " D 15 


Syr Tho. More. FF 7 
his affe&tion there: and albeit 1 
his mynde was moſt inclyned | 
towards the ſecond Siſter , for 
that he thought her the fayreſt, 
- of Wand beſt fauoured: yet when he 
a\ + Mconſidered, it would be both a 
ree FWereat griefe , & ſome ſhamealſs 
m- Wto the eldeſt, to ſee her younger 
yer [WSiſter preferred in Mariage bes 
0n+ fore her, he out of a kind of pit- 
fy Wy, then framed his affeion tow * 
lu- [wards theeldeſt, and ſhortly af-. 
or- IſWter maried her. After this heco» 
Colt Ftinued his ſtudy of the Law at 
v- iincolnes Inne vntillhe was cal- 
im Micd to the bench , and had there - 
Tead twiſe, which is as often, as _ 
ordinarily any Iudge of. the 
Law readeth. He dwelt all this 
whyle at Bucklers-bury in- Zox- 
dou, where he had, by has wife 
three daughcers, &.0ne Sonne, ' 


A 3 at 
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0 Cc The Life of v 
WY allbroughtvpinvertue & lear-W; 
Ning, from their very infancy: iſ 
for -he would alwayes exhortffl þ 
them, ta take Vertue and Lear. p 

K 

ſy 


ning for their meate, and Play 
for their ſawce . 
' Before he had ever beene Rea-il 
der in Court, he was inthe la-lſl;, 
ter tyme of King Henry the ſea- | 
uenth made a Burgeſle of the; 
Parlament ; In which , was by{« 
The King demaunded three fhit-W q, 
teens for the Mariage of his el-E_ 
deſt daughter vnto the King of fl 
Scots. At the debating wherotlz 
he alleadged ſuch arguments & of 
Teafos agaynſt the ſayd demaii y; 
de, that 'the Kings expetationſi |: 
was veterly ouerthrowne. 7 
*_ Whereupon one M. Tier 2 n 
| Gentleman of the Kinges priuy 
Chamber , being ther preſent, 
j- wah 


- 


ler 4 
"rauy 
ent, 


wich: 


Syr Tho. More. IF _ 
with all ſpeed carried word to 
the King from the Parlament- 
Houſe , That a beardleſfle boy, 
had diſapoynred his Graces pur- , 
poſe. V pon which reporce the 
King conceiued great diſplea- 
ſure agayrtlt M. More, & would 
not reſt ſatisfied, vntill vpon a 


. ee cauſelefſe quarrell; 


is Father was committed ts 
the Tower, and there kept pri- 
foner vntil he had payd an hun» 
dred pounds, fora fine. | 
| Shortly heereupon it hap 
ned, that Mc. More Gommin 
dout a ſuite to D:*Fox, Bil 
of WincheHer , ane df the Kings 
priy Councell ; the Biſhop cal 
Id him a ſyde, and pretending 
great Fauour towards him, pro. | 

miſed him , That if he wouldbs 
rulzd by him he would notfayle | 
| A4 60 
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£0 reſtore him agayne into the 
Kings fauor;meaning forfooth, 
as. he afterwards conietured , 
to make him confelle a fault a- 
gaynſt the King , whereby his 
- Highnes might with the better 


O 
colour take occaſion of difplea- 


[| Monke of Syon; and among o- 
thertalkeM.Moretold him what 
the Biſhop. had ſayd vato him, 

\ defyring his opinion and aduiſe 
therein. Wherupon M. Whitford 
prayed him, for the .pafſion of 
God,in no wiſe to follow theBi- 
hops counſel: For my Lord my 
mayſter ( quoth he) raſerue the 
Kings turne, wall not ſticke to 

G1: EH agree 


4 


"aw 


Syr Tho. More. S, '* 
oree to the death of his owne .. | 
ather. So M. More returned no 
ed, ſhore to the Biſhop : and had not * 
It a- ſhe King foone after dyed, he: 
| his ſſyas purpoſed to haue left the. 
:tter Rcalme, and gone to ſome other 
lea- parts beyond the Seas, knowing 
ime fat beingin the Kings difplea-, 
> he lure, he could not hue in Ens, 
| his ſpland, withont greatdaunger. . 
,ops || Afcer this he was madeoneof 
Is a ſthc Vnder ſheriffes of Londom,by 
 o- ſyiich othce , and his learning, | 
zhat Nogeather , he hath: been often 
1m, deard tolay,that he gamed, with: 
uiſe Pur griefe of conſcience, not fa 
tle as foure hundred pounds 
y the yeare: For that there was 
zo matter of importance depen- 
ing at thac tyme in controuerſy 
nany of the Kings Courts,con- 
e to ſkrmng the lawes of theRealme, 


A; where. 


iO . The Life of 
wherein he was not with one 
party in counſell . 

For his wiſdome and learning 
he was held in ſuch honour and 
eſteeme , thar before he came 
to the ſeruice of King Herry the 


E19ghr, at the ſuite and inſtance 


of our Engliſh Merchants, he 


was, with the Kinges conſent, 
twile ſent Embaſſadour , about 
certayne bulineſſe in c6trouerly 
betwixt them and the Merchats 
of the Stilliard. Whoſe wiſe and 
diſcreete dealinges therein , to 
kis high Commendartiss , com: 
Ming vnto the Kings care, he 
exiled immediatlye vnto him 
Cardinall Wolſty , then I ord 
Chancelor, and willed him by 
$1]l meanes to prone, & work 
"2M. More 1nto his {eruice. 
 _ Whereupon the Cardinall ac 
EO Wn cordin 


cording to the Kinges pleaſure, 
earneſtly laboured with-him, 8 
amongſt many other his perlua- 
ſiss, he alleadged vnto him; how 
deere his {eruice muſt needs be 
to the King, who could not out 
of Honour ſeeme to recompenÞ 
ce him with lefſe, thea he ſhould 


J otherwiſe yearely looſe therby, 


Yet was he loath to change his 
eſtate,and made ſuch meanes to 
the King , by the Cardinall, to 
the contrarye , that his Maieſt 
at that tyme , reſted. well fails 
ded” 1}: : 
Shortly after , there happe« 
ned a great ſhippe of the Popes, 
to arwe at Southampton , which 
was claymed by the Kang as a 


forfayture. Bur the Popes Emje 
Wl be/adour. , by ſuite made voto: 


the King -, obtayned,, thar he 
Z As might : 


# 
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ET” The Life of + 
He' might for his Maiſter haw 
Councell learned 1n the Lawe 
of thisRealme, and the marter 
an his owneprelece (being him. 
ſclfe an excellent Cuilian ) to 
Þe openly hard and diſcuſſed in 
ſome publique place. Ar which 
tyme there was none , for cur 
Lawes, found more fit to be of 
Councell with the Embaſjadr, 
then M. More, who could repor- 
te ynto him 1n Latyn, ali the 
reaſons and arguments on þoth 
ſides alleadged. 
Whereupon Councellors on 
both parties, in thepreſence of 
the Lord Chancellour, & other 


_ the na of the Star- Cham ber 


had audiece accordingly where 
M. More declared 'vnto the Em: 


baſſadour the whole effect of all 


i 


theyr opituons,,and, befides,in 
Eon 0 £< ET 


haw 
2 We 
arte 
him- 
1) to 
ed 1n 
: hich 


CUT 
be of 
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"  SrTho.Mow. 4 © 
fence of his Clyent argued fo 
arnedly himſelfe, that thereby 


ot only the Forfaiture afore-. 


aid was agayne reftored vnto 


is Holyneſle , but alfo he him- 
ife amongſt all the Audience, 
or his vprightand commenda- 
le demeanour, was fo greatly 
nowned, that the King from 
enczforth by no meanes,or 1n- 
caty would be moued to for- 
eare his ſeruic2any longer. - 
Now , at his firſt eatry 19to 

E Kings (eruice , his Maiefſt 
ade him Maiſt:r of R-queſts,, 
auing the no better place yoy- 
e, and within one moneth af- 
r he was knighted, & made of 
spriuuy Councell.Andio from 
me to tymedid the King Riil. 
duance him, to-places of Ho- 
our; and be continued (10 
his 


ll - CY The Life "ab 


his favour, and truſty Crone 
for awvore- then twenty yeares 
In which time th: King vſed of 
ten , eſpecially vpon Fett cnn 
dayes ( after he'had done hi 
owne Dc-uotions:) to fend fo 
him 1nto his owne Trauerſe, and 
there 1n matters of Aſtronom 
Geometry, Diunity , and ſuch 
like Facultizs (yea and often ty 
mes of his temporall aftayres 'te 
fit,and confer with him. Many 
tymes alſoin the night the Kin 
would haue him vp into his lea 
des, rhere toconſider with him 
the druers (curuations,, courles 
motions, & apparirions of the 
Stars, & Planets. And for that 
he was euer of a merry & plea 
ſane diſpolirion,, it pleaſed the 
_- Kihg and Queene very often td 


"oy for him, atiy mc of DE 
4nd 


- 


; Syr Tho. More. re 
"1 "Y:d ſupper, as aiſo many other 
DO OY mes, to come & recreate with 
d of. : 
£ 12M » 
1ual Burt when he perceyucd the 
© hi ing to take fo much delightin 
i fo is COMPany , & dilTourle , that 

2 Couid not {carce once un a 
oneth ger leaue to.go home ro 
i5 wife and children , nor that 
2 could not be abſent fro court 
two dayes togeacher , without 

' Wcnding for agayne,he diflik1n 
6.1 his reſtraint of his iberty , did 
for th:reupon begin ; fomewhar to 
my Wdiſemble his merry nature, re- 
_ tyring umſelte by little and htle 

iy from his accuſtomed mirth , fo 

M1 Ythac he was from thenceforth, 
ſent for orderly by the King, at 
fuch tymes as was conuenient. 

In this meane-tyme dyed one 

$24.Vc#o Trealurer of theE xche- 


queTr, 


ang 
OM 
(uch 


nity 
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[7 The Life of 
 quer, whoſe office after his de- 
_ ceale,the King of his owne free 
gift, and offer, beftowed ypon 
Syr Thom:s Morc. And,1in the 
fourteenth yeare of his Maiz- 
Ryes raygne, there was a Parla- 
meat holden at Weſtmynſter, 
wazrot Syr Tho. More was cho-| 
fea Speaker : who being very 
vnwilling to take that office 
ypon him, made an oration (not 
pou extant )to the Kings Ma- 
eſty, for his diſcharge thereof. 
Wherunto whe the King, would 
not conſent , he {pake vnto hui 
Maicſty in this forme , as fol- 
loweth. : 

_ Sith Tperceyue{ moſt vn- 
doubted Soueraygne jthat it iti- 
deth not with your high Plea- 
dure toreforme this my Elecis, 
and cauſe. io bechanged 5,00 

aue 


Syr Tho. More, 9 
aue by the mouth of the moſt 
euerend Father ir God, your 
ighneſle Chauncellour, there- 
nto giuen your Royall atlent, 
d 6 Js gracious benignity 
etermined,far aboue thatI am 
Þlc to beare, to ſtrengthen me, 
Wd repute me fir for this office, 

s choſen thereto by your Co- 
zo0ns; [amtherfore now ,and 
wayes ſhalbe ready obediently 
) conforme my lelfe to the ac- 
ompliſhmentof your highCo- 
2undement, in moſt humble 
iſe. Yet with your Graces fa- 
Dur , before I further enter 
zerinto, I make humble inter- 

fion ynto your'Highnes , for 
vo lowly Petitions : The. one 
wartly concerning my ſelf, the 
her concerning your whole 
lemoly of Commons in Par. 

i lament, 


1$ The Tife of _ 
. lament. For my felfe (. Grac| 
ous Souepaygne Jthat if it ſhal 
happen me to miſtake, 1n an 
thinge, on the bchalfe of you 
Comos in your highnes prefcc 
or for want of good ytterace! 
rehearſal of things, to preuert 

impayre their prudent inſtru 
&ions ; It may then like you 
moſt Royall Mateſty , with yo 

aboundant grace , in the Eye « 
your accuſtomed Pitty, to pard( 
my hmplicity , giuing me leau 
fo repayre azayne vnrto the Co 
mon Houſe , there to conferre 
new with them , and take the 
more {ubſtantiall aduice, wha 
thing; and in what wiſe, Iſha 
on their b2halfe ycter & ſpea 

before your Mueſty, to then 
tent theyr prudent aduiſes, an 
alrayres be not by my ſimplici 


- 


a6 Syr Tho. More. 19 
{haffſÞd folly hindred or impayred. 
| anhich ching , zf it ſhould hap- 
ora vnto me( as 1t 1s not vnlike- 
of )if your Gracious Benignity 
licued not my ouerſhghr ther- | 
,1t could not but during my 
c bz a perpetuall grudge and 
atines vnto my hart. And this 
my firſtpetition vnto your 
dyall Maieſty. 
My other ſuite {moſt Excel- 
it Prince } 15, that foraſmuch 
there be of your Commons 
2re aſſembled in Parlament, 
your ich commandement, 
umber, which after the ac- 
ſtomed manner, are appoyn-. 
d by the common Houſe, to 
2atand aduiſe of the common 
ayres apagt , amongſt them- 
ues : And albeit ( moſt Liegs 
rd } that according to your 
moſk 


2H The Life of 
. moſt prudent aduice, by yo 
Honorable Writs, euery whe 
declared, there hath beene a di 
diligence vſedin ſending vp 
your Highnes Court of Par| 
ment, the moſt diſcreet perſo 
out of eucry quarter , eſteem 
moſt. fit therto,, whereby thalg, c 
\ 15 gathered, no doubt ,. a vaſſhy.. 
Aubſtantiall Aſſembly of rig 
wiſe and politique Perſons: Y: 
( moſt vertuous Prince ) fith 
mongſtſo-many, euery man 
 notalike witted, or fo well ſp 
ken, as other; and it often haj 
peneth, that much folly 1s yer 
red, in a paynted ſpeach; As | 
kewiſe, many that are boyſtt 
gous & rudein language, do yt: 
| uy right good ſubſtariall Cal 
ell: And morcouer in matters 
greate Importance, the. myn 


happt | 


Sor The. More. ty. 
happenerh' to be ſo buſied, that _ 
ofccatymes a man ſtudieth -ra- 
ther what to ſay , then. how to 
ſpeake, by reaſon whereof ths 
welt man, & beſt ſpeaker in a 
whole Countrey, fortuneth ſo-. 
metymes ( his mynd being fer- 
uentan the matter ) to ſpcakein 
Wſuch wiſe,as he would jy SQA 
des wilh,to haue beene other- 
wiſe ſpoken, and yet no worſe 
will had he, when he ſpake it, 
then he hath, when he would {o 
gladly chaunge 1t: Therefore 
{ moſt gracious ' Soueraigne !) 
conſidering that 1n your High 
Courtof Parlament nothing-1s 
treated of, but matter of weight 
& 1mportance, and which doth 
chiefly, & meerly concerne this 
Coll your moſt fourtſhing Realme, - 
cr Yand your owne Royall Eſtate, 
EW ic 
appt ” 


oO | 


 # 
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_ it would pleaſe your Royall Ma: 

1teſfty,out of-your aboidant Cle. 
mency and fauour,to giue to ali 
your Comons here oF-rabled : 
y our moſt gracious licence,and 
pardon, freely, without feare of 
your high difpleaſure,cuery mi 
to diſcharge his Conſcience, & 
boldly, in euery thing incident 
amoneſt vs , todeclare his ad- 
uice. And whatſoeuerany man 
thall happen to ay , that it may 
like your Royall Maieſty, of 
your ineſtimable Goodnes , tc 
takeall-1n good part, 1nterpre 
ting euery mans wordes( how 
yawiſely ſocuer they be ſpo- 
.ken:) co. proceed of good zealt 
;towardes the profit.of your Re: 
alme, & dignny of your Royal 
Perſon;the proſperous Eſtate & 
preſeruatio wherof(moſt dread 

o0Uue 


re | 


OW 
 0# 
alt 
Re 
yal 
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Syr Tho. Move. 27 
ueraigne) 15 the thing which 
| we your moſt hable, & louimn 
ubies, according to the boy- 
en duty of our naturall Alle- 
jance, moſt highly deſire, and 


ray for. 


At this Parlament Cardinall 


Polſey Fond himſelfe much grie- 
ed with the Burgefles thereof, 
or that nothing was either 
poken , or done in the Parla- 

ent houſe, but was immeotat- 


W/ blowne abroad in, cuery Ale- 


ouſe and Tagerne.: It fortuned 
{oat this Parlamenr, that a Ye- 
{ re Subfidie was demaun+ 
ed, which the Cardinall fea- 


ing would. not paſi: rhe Lawer. 


oule', did therefore determine 
or the furtherance thereof: td 
6 -there perſonally. preſent; 
\sainſt whole commung, after 


long. 
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FA debate id | 
it were better to receaue him; 
but with a few-of his Lords , off 
with his whole trayne: Maiſte 
( quoth Syr Thomas More ) for a 
much, as my Lord Cardinal| 
(ye wort well;} lately layd to ou 
charge, the lightnes of our ton 
gues,for thinges yttered our. of 
this houſe, therfore in my mind 
- K ſhall not be amiſſe to receiu 
hint with all Pompe, with hi 
Maces, his Pillars, his Pollaxes 
his Crofles, his Hat, & the grea 
Seale too, to theintent, that 1! 
he find the like fault with vs 
hereafter, we may be the boldet 
from our {clues tolay the blam 
vpon himſelfe ,-and thoſe fol 
lowers which his Grace brin: 
geth hicher . with him. Where 
yato the whale Houle agreed 
:: (1; an 
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After he was come & receas-., 
ied in manner aforelayd , the: . 
hole houſe of Parlamer fitting , 
ill1n filence.,, and anſwearing -. 
Ws to what he demauded,. 


ut rather contrary to his expe=, 


tation, ſcemed not any way. to 
nclyne to Ins Requeſt , heſaid 
ntothem ; Maiſters , you haug 
ere many wiſe & learned men. 
moneſt you, and ſich Tamfent 


ther from the Kinges .owne. 
erſon, for the preſervation of 
our ſelues, and all the Realme, . 
ethiakes you ſhould! giue me, 
me reaſonable anſ{were. Whe- 
eat euery man continuing {i= 
ent; then began he to ſpeake ta; 
ne M. Warncy , who making. 
'imno anfwere neither, he fe-: 
erally asked thef IO 
| 0 0 


_—  —— 


nd received him accordingly... ' 


26 'The Life of 
of divers others that were aca 
compted the wiſfeſt men of the 
_ houſe: To whome when none 
of them all would anſwere {o 
much as/a word, it being before 
agreed among them to anſ{were 
only by theyr ſpeaker: Maiſters 
(quoth the Cardinall ynleſle it 
be the cuſtome of your howſe, 
as of likelyhood it is, by the 
mouth of your ſpeaker, whome 
you haue cholen for truſty and 
wile(as indeed he 15)in ſuch ca- 
ſes to vtter your mindes, with- 
out doubt heere 15 a meruailous 
obſtinare filence,and thereupon 
he required anſ{were of M. Spea- 
ker. Who firſt reuerently ypon 
his knees excutzng the filence of 
the Howle, abaſhed at the pre- 
ſence of fo Noble a Perſonagef 
able ro amaze the wileſt & be 
. Jeat- 


Syr Tho. Stores 
ſearned ih a k1 ngdome o & 43fter 
by many prooable arguments 


prouing that for them to make. 


© | | 
an{were, was neither expedient 


nor agreable with the ancient. 


Liberty of the Houle; in.con- 
clults for himſelfe ſhewed, that 
although they had with all their 
voyces choſen and truſted him 
to [peake, yet except cuery one 
ofthe could putinto his owne 
head all t1:ir ſeuerall wittes, he 
alonein fo weighty a matter, 
was far ynmeete to make his 
Grace anſ{were. 4-6 7 

Whereupon che Cardinall dif- 
plealed with Syr Thomas More3 
(who had nor in this Parlamenc 
latished his defire ) ſuddenly. as 
ole and departed. And after the 
Parlament was. ended ; at his 
FHouſc in the Gallery at White 
B a Hall 


© 
: 
[ 
* 
| 
[1 
# 
| 
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Hall 1n We#tmii/ter , he vttered 
wato him his griefes, ſaying : ] 
_ would to God M.More, you had 


lled 


i \ 


beene at Rowe when I firſt made(if df 
m | 

you Speaker of the Parlament- #99 
 Howlie. Your Grace not offen- <p 
ded ,1 wouldI had beene.there Ity 
my Lord( quoth Syr Thomas.) ut 


And to wynd theſe quarrels out "4 
of the Cardinalls head he began... © 
to commend that Gallery , and 
{a1d: I ike this Gallery of yours 
my Lord , much better the your 
Gallery at Hampton-Court; 
wherewith he {o wiſely brake 
off the Cardinalls di{pleaſant 
ealke,that the Cardinall at that 
Tyme, as it ſeemed , knew not 
awhat more for the preſent t« 
{ay vnto him. SO 

; But yet for a Reuenge of hy 
difpleafure, the Cardinall ou 
El = {elle 
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Syr Tho. More. 29 
led che king to lend Syr They - 
#4 More Embailadour ouer in- 

d Spayne , commending,vnto, 
m h1s wiidome, learning , & 

ines for the voyage; and. fur» 
"her told the King that the dithi-, 
Ity: of the caute: conhdered . 
ere15 none/ quoth the .Cardte 
all }ſo meete, orable to per-: 
rms your Maieſtyes ſeruice 
2111, as he. Which when the - 
127 had broken to Syr Thomas 
More , and that he had ſatisfied 
is Maieſty how vahit a voyage ' 
was for him, thenature of the 
ountrey,and diſpolition of his 
omplexton conhdered, that ie 
ould neuer beable, nor ltkely 
»do his Grace acceptable ſeru- 
e there, knowing right-well, 
tif his Maicſty ſent him this | 
er, he thould ſend him to his: 
B 3 | Grauez 
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Graue; yet ſhewing himſelfe n 
vertheleſſe ready , according 
His duty,although it were wi 
the loſle of his life, to fullfill h 
Graces pleaſure in that behal 
the King: well allowing of h 
anfwereſaid ynto him. Ir 1s n 
our-meaning Me. cMore , tot 
you the leaſt hurt, but rather t| 
beſt good;we will theretore | 
this purpoſe deutſe vpon ſon 


7 


other, and imploy your ſcrui 
Sthepwile,” 7 I | 

<" 'Andindeed ſuch entire aft 
ton did the King at that tyn 
' *beare vnto-him , that he mad 
'him Chancellour of the Duch 
'of Lancaittr, vpon thedeath 
_ -Syr Richard Winz field, who hi 
that Office before. And the kin: 
tooke {o- much pleaſure 1n | 
company, that oftenty mes i 
(net  * ; Mail 


'Syr Tho. More. yr 
WMaicſty would on the ſuddaine 
Woo vp to his howſe at Chelſey, to 

be merry with him ;'whither on 
atyme comming to dynner, he 
walked in Sy” Thomas Mores 
W-:rden by theſpace of an houre, 
and held his arme about Syr Tho. 

mas Mores necke. | 
Asſoone as his Maieſty was 
rone, M. William Roper,a Gent- * 

leman of Grayes Inne, who had 
married: Syr: Thomas CMores el- 
eſt daughter ſaid ynto him:Fa- 
ther, how happy a man are. you, | 
whome the King hath thus fa- 
miliarly entertayned{ for he ne- | 

ver was {eenetodothelikeynto 
any man, except Cardinall Wol- 
ſcy , with whome the King did 
W often walke arme in arme: ).I 
thanke our Lord God, | Sonne 
Rover (quoth he) ] find his Gra- 
B 4 =_- 
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-ce my very good Lord indeel 
And Ithinke he doth as fingy 
larly fauour me, as any ſubied 

within this Realme ; Howbeit 

Sonne Roper, I may tell thee, 
 havenogreat cauſe to be proud 
-thereof: Bur 1f my Head coull 
wyn his Maicſty a Caſtle i 
France( for then there was war 
re with France )it {hould not 
fayle to goe: Pigs 

- Amongſt many other hy 
yertues he was of ſuch Mc: 
kenes ; that if he happened to 
enter inco argument , or diſpute 
-with any learned man reſorting 
ro:him from Oxford'; Campbridee 
or-other place? as there did d1- 
vers, ſomefordeſyre of his ac- 
quaintice, lome for the Famous 
report of his wiſdome: and lear- 


- ning ,and ſame about ſuites For 
: thy 


e \ 
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eedlhe Vniuerficyes) although very 
ou-w were comparable ynato him- 
1caYas well witneſſeth Eraſmus :) 8 
zxeirMW 12 d:{courſe, he ſo prefied' 
ee, Mic char they cald not well hold' 
ou(F.t longer difpuration agaynit' 
2ul 'm;then leaſt he ſhould diſcou-' 
> injage the {as one that ſought not: 
var@$is owne Glory )he wold ſceme' 
noſBonquered, & by ſome wile de- 
ſz, courteouſly breake off into 
»me other matter, & g1ue our. 
)f whome for his wiſdome and: 
arning the king had ſuchan 0 
1ni0n, thatat ſuch tymesas he 
ended his perſon, in his pro=' 
ve Mreſe either to Oxford, or Cam- 
dr ridge, where he was receiued: 
ac-ith very eloquent Orations, 
ousſis Maiefty would alwayes. af 
earſWone Syr Thomas More, as one 
rompr, and ready therein , to; 
B5 make: 


34; The Life of 
- make Anſwere thereunto , ex 
 Femporee 
__ - His cuſtome alſo was, that 
wheſocuer he came to any Vni- 
yerhity, eyther heere or beyond 
the Seas, not only to be preſent 
at Diſputations and Readinges, 
bur allo to diſpute very learned. 
Ly. himſelte, ro his high Com- 
mendations, and generall ap- 
plauſe of all the afſembly. 
During the tyme of his Chai. 
W - . cellorſhip for theDuchy of -:4 
l - cafter,he was ſent twice Embal 
{ador,1oyned in comiliion witl 
Cardinall Wolſcy , once vnto th: 
Emperour Charics into Flazdiy: 
the other ryme vnto the French 
King at Paris. 
_  Aboutthistyme, it hapne: 
that the Water-bayly of Zoz4% 
who had fomtimzs byn Syr Tho 


v3: 


Syr Tho. Maree 7 
mas Moves feruant , hearing CETI= 
tayne Merchants to ſpeake fo- 


hat mcwinat :au1ſhly agaynit his old | 
niWAlz1iter, was fo diſpleaſed ther- 


>ndat , char be came with all ſpeed- 
0 ySy7 Thumas More, & told him 


wha: he h.si heard, & of whom. 
Sy: (quoth he) if I wereinſuch 
faucur and authority with my 
Prince,as youare, ſuch men as 
thee ſhould not ſurely be ſuſfe- 
re!,fo yncharitably & falfly co 
miſreport & {launder me.Wher- 
fore I with you to call the befor 
Y OL. OC puniſh them. Syr Thomas 


vith 
thor ſmyling vpan him fayd: 
1M by, M. Water-bayly , would 
nc<F&9% have me punith them , by 


home I receyue more benefig 


riends 7 Let them a Gods Name 
peake as lewdly of meas they 


Bs lift 


2n by all You, ,. chat are my 
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ht, and ſhoote neuer ſo many 
darts at me. So long as they do 
" Nothitme,whatam Ithe worle? 
But if they ſhould once hit me, 
then would it not indeed a littl, 
trouble me : Howbeit ] truſt by 
Gods helpe, there ſhall none 0 
them all be able to touch me. 
Therefore I have more cauſe, 
. aſſure thee M. Water-baily te 
pitty , then to be -angry with 
them. Such ſruitefull commu: 
nication would he often tym 
haue with his familiar Friends. 
So ona tyme walking a lot 
the Thames lyde at Chelſcy, with 
his Sonne in law IM. Roper, ant 
diſcourſing of many things, a- 
mongſt other | Done he ſayd 
thus vnto him: Now I would t 
our Lord God,Sonne Roper, that 
Ehree things were well eſtably 


Syr Tho. More. | re 
ned tn Chriſtendome, ypon c6- 
1110 that I were heer preſently 


rieWut into a lacke, & caſt into the 
ne, Mudit of the Thames. Whar great 
rtleWngs be thoſe Sir (quoth 37. Ra 


7) that moue you lo to with ? 
/ouldeſt thou know Sonne Ryg- 


e 0 
ne.Ier , quoth he? May it (o pleaſe 
fe, ﬀWou Syr , with a very good wall, 


/ tofffe<yd Ad. Roper, In tayth Sonne 
vichWio/er , they be theſe : Firſt, char 
mu-rhere the moit parte of Chri- 
meMian Princes are now at mortal 
ds. Wvarres , I would they were all 
tan vnuerſall peace. The ſecod 
,that where the Church is-ar 


rrors & Herelyes , that it were 
tled in a perfect vmformity 
f Religion. The thir@ is, that 
yhere the Kings matter of his 
MaITIage 15 NOW COME Into que- 
N | ſion | 


tus preſent, fore afth&ed with 
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ſtion, I wiſh it were, to the go 

ry of God, and quietnes by 1 
arties , br ought: OA 200d con 

cluhon. By which = Hp chin 

( as M. Rope: ſuppoted } he 11 

ged, that tnere would wg 4 ord 

di{turbance, through the moi 
4:t of Chriiteniome. 

Thus did Syz 740. More thre 
ugh the whole courſe of his ]it: 
by his actions make it appear 
that ali hit> crauzis and Pay 165, 
without thought of earthiy c6- 
mo4ity erther to himfcife or any 
of his, were only for the ſeruice 
of God, his King and the Com: 
mon Wealth , wholy beſtowe 
& :;mployeJ. And he was often 
tymes, 1n his latter dayes hear 
to lay, That he nener asked 0 
the King for himſelfe, the value 
of one Pcany . 

Ki 
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His dayly cuſtome was ,if he 


 alWcrc at home, belides his pri- 
-0n Mate prayers with his wife,chil- < 
\NMren,and fa mily,orten to retyre 


on2,and excerciſe hunſelfe 1n 
r16ate, and godly deuorions:as 
iſo euery night before he weat 
)bed,he vied to go to his chap- 
21] with his whole: Farally a. 
oreſaid, &there vpon h1s knees 


1:Mcuourly to lay ; certayne: Le- 
16Mznyes,Plalmes & Collects with 


hem «. * 

And becauſe he was alwayes 
I-[yrous of priaate E xerCife, & 
hat he night rhe better with- 
Iraw himſcite from wordly co - 


telÞany,he builr himſeliea lodging 
car 209d diſtance from his Man- 
ion houſe, called the New Buils 


{wherein he placed aChap- 
cl, Library , and a Gallery to 
walke 
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walke; ſpending many dayes 


an 


the weeke 1n Prayer, and Stucifle!l. 


rogearher. And all wayes on tht 


Fizday , .hedid v fually CONtiny 
there fro Morning vnull N:ght 
betowang h15ty me only in me 
di{ation, reading, and iuch god 
ly| Exercites. | 

And the more to ftiryp &en 
coarage his wate, and children 
tothe delyre of heauely things 
he would oftenty mes vie the 
{peaches yato the: It 15 no ma 
ſtery for you , my Children . ti 
go to heauen; for every body gl 
ueth you good:counſell, and 11 


kewiſe many ſhew you good 


Examples. You fee Vertue re 
warded, and Vice puniſhed; i 
that you are carryed: vp to hea 
uen, cuen by the chynne: But! 
you liue to the tyme, that n( 

mal 


13; 
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Syr Tho. More. 41 
an will giue you good coun- 
ll, nor ſhaw, you good exam- 
le; when you ſhall fee Vertue 
uniſhed,and Vice rewarded; if 

hen you will ſtand faſt & ſticke 
rmely vnto God ; vpon payne 
fmy life, though you be but 
alfe 00d, yet God will allow 
ou for wholy good, 
If his wife, children , or ary 
f his Howſhould , had beene 
cke, or troubled at any tyme 
ith any 1nfirmity , he would 
yy vnto the; We may not looke 
our pleaſure to go to Heauen 
featherbeds; it 15 not the way: 
or our Bleiſed Lord himſelfe 
ent thither with great payne, 
nd by many Tribulations ; and 
ard was the path-way wherein 
te lo walked : Nor may the 
crLant , looke te be 1n better 


cals 


aq" The Life of 
caſe, then his Maiſter. 


And-as he would in this man 


[ner alwayes per{wade them t 
| take'their paines and ficknes 


tiently, ſo would he in like fo 
teach them to-withſtand thedi 


uell, & his temptations valian 
ly faying: Wholoever ſhall ma 
well the divell and his temptz 
tios, ſhall ind him therein mu 

like vnto an Ape. Forasan Aj 
not well looked voto, will ! 
buſy,and bold to do ſhrewd t 

nes, and being efpied will ſud 
_denly leaps backe, and aduer 
ture no further: fo the dinel] fi 
dino a-man idle, floathfull, an 
without reſiſtance, ready to n 
cetue his temptations, waxethl 


continue ill with him, vnuilll 
hath wrought him througly! 
"6 + | 


-2 
St 


ife 


hardy, that he will not ſticker 
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Syr Tho. More. 43 
is purpoſe. But on the contra- 
y fide, if he ſee a man with dili- 
r2nce perſeuere to prevent, and 
vithſtand his temptations , he 
vaxeth ſo weary,that inthe end 
e vtterly. forſaketh him. For as 
he 911ell by diſpaſition 15 a ſpi- 
it of ſo high a Pride, that he can- 
ot abide to be mocked; ſo15 he 
f narure-ſo Enuious , that he 
eareth to aſſault a vertuous 
nan, leaſt he ſhould thereby not 
aly catch a foule fall himleſfe, 
ut alſo miniſter vnto the man, 

ore matter of merit. | 
Thus he euer delighted, not 
nly to buſy himſelf 1n yertuous 
x2rciles, but alſo to exhort his 
eth Wife, children, and howlhold to_. 
ke Wihrace, and follow the fame. 
tl Fo who m2 for his norable ver- 
oly Wics, God ſhewed, as it teenied, a 
| mira- 
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44 The Life of + _ 

miraculous and manifeſt token 
of his loue, and fauour towardes 
him, at{uch tyme, as his daugh. 
ter Roper lay dangerouſly hcke 


of theſweating ficknes { as ma. 


ny others did that yeare ) and 
continued in ſuch extremity df 
that diſeaſe, thae by no sk1ll of 


Phificke,or <7 ea artin ſuch ca 


ſes commonly vled, { althougt 


ſhe had divers both expert and 


| learned Phifatians continually 


attendant about her ) ſhe could 
be kept from ſleeping, fo that 
the Phiftians themſelucs vererly 

daſpayred of her recouery , and 
quite gaue hr ouer. Her Fathe 
Syr Tho. More, as One that mol 
imtierely louead and tendred he: 
being 1n great griefe and hea 
vineſſe and ſeeing all human 
ak to faile , determined t 

bau 


114 Ut 
Or. 


Syr Tho. Moree 45 | 
haue recourſe to God by prayer _ 
do; Wor remedy , Whereupon going 
>þ.Mvp after his accuſtomed maner , 
into his aforeſaid New Burlding, 
MWhe there in his Chappell, vpon. 
is knees with teares , moſt de- 
. Muoutly beſought Almighty God, 
1 (tbat 1: would pleaſe his diuine 

Goodnes, vnto whome nothing 
Mwas 1mpoflible, if it werehisblel- 
ſed will, to vouchlafe gracioufly 
to heare his humble petitio. And 
ſuddenly it came into his mynd, 
-h. thata Gliſter might be the only 
erlyÞ v4y £0 help herzof which when 
he had told the Phiſitians , they 
all inſtantly agreed,that if there 
were any "yy of remedy, that 
was the molt likeliſt ; and mer- 
uayled much, that themſelugs 
had not before remembred the 
lame. Then was it inſtantly ay- 
LO = Tn 


46 The Life off 
niſtred ynto her ſleeping, & af 
tera while ſhe awaked,and con 
trary to all their expectation; 
1mmediatly began to recouer, & 
in ſhort tyme was wholy re 
ſtored ynto her former health, 
Whome, if it had pleaſed Go 
to haue taken away, at that 
time , ker Father ſayd , that h: 
"would neuer after haue media 
with world]y bufineſle . 

Now whilſt Syr Thomas Mor 
was Chaucellour of the Duchy 
of Lancafter, the Sea of . Rome) 
chaunced to be yoyd, by th 
' death of Pope Leo the X. which 
was the cauſe of much trouble: 
for that Cardizal/Woiſ.y a man ol 
a yery high and ambutious fpi 
it, aſpiring vnto that ſea & dig- 
*Nity, was therein croſt and pr 


_ vented by the Emperous Fawn 
Z ' {Ns 


Syr Tho. More... | 
2 fifth, who had commended 
e Cardinall Adrian (lome- 
ne his Schoole-maiſter ) ynto 
e Conclaue of Cardinalls in 
1, at the tyme of eletion, 8& 
highly prayſed him for his. 
7orth and Vertue, that he was 
creupon choſen Pope. Who 
pmming from Spayne ( where 
e-was then refident } to Rome, - 
red into the Citty towardes' 
;Pallace baretooted with fuch' 
miliry , that all che people 
Wd him 1n very great Reue- 
*nce . 
Vpon'this & other like occa- 
W's, Card. Wolſey enraged with: 
ger, ſtudied alt the wayes he 
puld deuife to be reuenged of 
eEmperour , which as 1t was 
: beginning ofa. moſt lamen= 
ole Tragedy,ſolume-partthers 


af. 


48 The Life of - 
of, not impertinent to my profifetv 
ſent purpole, I haue thought 
heere to 1n{ert. 

 _ . The Cardinall,not ignorantq 
_ Kang Hepwrjes inconſtant & m 
table diſpoſition;vſed all mean 
to auert hys MaieſRy , from h 
wife Queene Katherine,the En 
eronrs Aunt, well knowin 
he would ecafily inclyne to th: 
motion vpon any {leight occa 
fion. And ſo meaning to mal 
the Kings flexible Nacure th 
inſtrument to. bring about hi 
vngodly purpoſe, he deuiſed 1 
allure his Mazeſty ( who wagal 
ready, contrary to the Cardinal 
mynd,and knowledge, fallen | 
Tone with:the Lady. Anne Bulle 
' toaffet the French Kinos Siſte 
Which thing ;, becauſe. of t 
wars, and hatred that was the 
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Syr Tho.\More. = © 
pre etweene' the French King; and - 
\r 6c Emperour(whome the Cars! 
nall now- mortally hated ) he 
ry earneſtly 1ndeauoured to 
ocure. And forthe better fur< 
tering this his purpoſe; he re-" 
ted one Langland, Brſkop of 
5ncolne; and Ghoſtly Father to 
Sony, to put a ſcrupleints' 
2K. head; that it was notTaw= 
ll for him to mary hisBrothers 
fe, which thing the King( hot / 
ry = heare of ) 'relaved y 16 ro 
r Thomas RN & required his 
zunſell therein, and with all 
wu wed himfome places of Seri- 
ndWurc which ſeemed ſomewhat 
-n iW{crue his purpols : Syr Thomas * 
{les More: peruſi ing the ſaid places, 
iſtaſercupon'( as onethat had-ne= 
ft rproteſſed Diuiniry ) excuſed * 
thaimſelfe ynto his Maicfty , and” 
þ C laidy. 
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\ 


ſa1d, he was farrevnfitto meddle 
with ſuch affaires. 

. The King not ſatisfied with 
this anſwers, preſſed and yrged 
him the more; which he percea- 
uing (aid vnto his Mateſty: that] 
foraſmuch as ſuch a bulines re- 
quired good aduile and deliberz 
ton, he beſoughthis Highnes to 

wwe him ſufficient reſpir to colt 
Jer aduiſedly of the ſame. W her: 
with the King well contented, 
replyed, That Tox/tall 8 Clark , 
Bithops of Durham & Bath, with 
others learned of his priuy Cou 


fell ſhould alfo be dealers therin, 


So Syr Thomas More depar- 
ted , and conferred thoſe place 
of Scripture with the Expoli 
tions of divers of the ancient 
Fathers, and Do&ours of thi 
Church, and at tus comming tt 
NED co Coun 


Syr The. cMores or. 
ourt & talking withthe King. 
of the aforeſaid matter; he {aids 
o be playne* with your Grace, 
neither my Lordof Durham,nor 
y Lord of Bath,though I hold 
th:m to be both learned, vers 
vous, & holy Prelates, nor my 
}lfe, with any other of your 
ounſell( being all your Maie-: 
ies owne ſeruants, & ſo great- 
y bound vato you for your ma-: 
uifold benefits-dayly beſtowed: 
pon Ys ) be in my 1udgment fit 
ounſellors for your Grace he- 
ein, But if your Maieſty delyre 
> ynderſtand the Truth , ſuch - 
ounſellors: may be found , as 
either for reſpe& of world- 
commodity , nor for feare of. 
our Princely authority, will 
ny way be drawne to decetue. 
ou, And: then he named: vntae 
Ca the 


52. "Fe Life of + | 

the King; S.Hyijerome,s. AnuTufin 
and diuers others auncient Fa- 
thers & Doors of the Church, 
both Greeke an Latin; and fur 
ther ſhewed his Maieſty, what 
authority he had gathered forth 
of them: of which although the 
King ( as not fitting to his: pur: 
pole) did not very well like; yet 
were they by. Syr Thomas More) 
fo wiſely alleaged, and {o tem- 
pred with diſcretion, that the 


_—_ at that tyme, tooke 1t1n 


good part , and had oftentimes 
conference with him againe, a 

| bour the ſame matter. - | 
« Aﬀer this there -were cextay 
ne queſtions propounded to thi 
Kings Counlell whether 1nth! 
caſe'the King needed to -haut 
any {cruplearall ;andif hehad 
| What was the belt way.to tra 


vopre 


Syr Tho. More: | 53 

im of it? The greater.,part of the - 
ounſell were, of opinion, that 
here was good cauſe of feruple, 
ind that for his Maieſties diſ- 
harge therin , it was fit ſuite 

hould be made ynto the Sea of 
Rome, where the King thought 
that by his liberality, he might 

with eaſe obtayne Rot id 

The was there procured from 
Rowe a commifion for the tryall 
of this Mariage, wherein Card;- 
il Campegius,and Cardinal], Wol- 
t were 1oyned commiſſioners, 

who for the determination ther- 
of , ſate at the Blacke-Fryers an 
London, where a Libell was put 
in, for thz annling of the ſaid 
Matrimony, affirming the Ma- 
rage. betweene the King and 
Q18zncto: be volawfull; Then 
againe , for proofe therof to be 
QC 3 law- 


=y 


F.. © Tretfeef | 
lawful, there was produced hoy 
-difpenſation,in whichf after aWath 
«vers diſputations' thereu PS holWhe 
' den )}there appeared an injperſſique 
| fetion; which notwithſtandinWurſ 
"by an other inſtrument,orBreuſſþnd 
found out ypon ſearch, 1n thi}ndt 
- Treaſury of Spayne , & ſent oudWing 

to the Cans in Ene/alMn ot 
was {upplyed;& ſo ſhould 1udgWrot 
met haveben gmen. by the PopMer;( 

"accotdingly , had not'the Kingſnen 

- ypon intelligence therof beforÞith 

the fame Indgment, appealed ind 
"a Generall Concell. After who pr: 

Appellation,the Cardinalls ſafÞigh 

© no'more vpon that bufineſſe. {Mou 
It happened, before the [aÞue: 

__ matter of Mapiage brought uſe: 
- Queſtion, that 7. Roper beingÞ/a- 
:one'day 1n diſcourſe Jwith Swiſac. 
The. More,*did with' a kind ofÞyia 
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Syr The. More. 55 
ed Moy, congratulate with his ſaid” 
r dfather, By the happy Eſtate of 
holMhe Realme thar by ſo Catho- 
\perſique a Prince, as no Hereti1qus 
d1nWurſt ſhew his Face, fo vertuous 
renfÞnd learned a Clergy , fo graue 
1 thing ſound a Nobility, and fo 10+ 
oueÞing and obedient Subiedts, all 
o/alr 0ne fayth agreeing togeather. 
udgWroth,itis ſo 1ndeed,Sonne Ro- 
PopWrr'( ; way he: ) and then com- 
KinWnended all degrees and eſtates 
eforWÞ! the Rs For Nl M.Roper. 
ed tFnd yer Sonne Ryper(quorh he} 
;hoſW pray God, that ſome of vs ( as 
s ſatÞ1gh as we ſeeme to fit ypon the 
Foe, lountaynes , treading Hereti- 
>» (aWÞue5.vnder our feete like Ants} 
ht nſÞvenot to fee the day, when we 
einflaiy would wiſh to be 1n lea- 
1 Sguc and compohition with thoſe 
1d offÞiome you call Heretiques, & 
19); C4 to 


56 The Life of | 
-to let them haue their ChurchWn 
Y. hora to themſelues, vpon cif tv 
dition, that they would becon 
tent to let vs haue ours, quiet! 
.to our ſelues. 
Then (M. Roper produc; 
many reaſons to the contrar 
.& ſaw no cauſe why any ſhoul 
{ay ſo.Well, well, Sonne Roz 
(quoth he)I pray God ſome « 
vs liuenottill that day, and ſu 
no more. © at M. Rep 
replyed, By my troth Syr, this 
deſperatly ſpoken , ſeeming t 
be halfe angry with S "yr T 4vimd 
More: who perceiving the ſam 
ſaid merily yato him: Well, wi 
Sone Roper, It ſhall not be then 
lince [you will not haue It l 
Thus was he of {o excellent 
temper,that thoſe who lued, 
were counually couerlant bh 
: un 


*yr Py. FSs 


twenty yeares ind vpwardes, 


n cq 
1d neuer perceiue hinvto be: 


'Con 
U1et! 
Wkſt hew of anger. 


[1c But to returne agayne Tet ONT 


Tar 
1oul ſpenſa t10n, ſent Vnto the com-' 
iTonzrs into Enzland , as 1s” 
fore rehearſed , the King ta 

ng the baſineſls to himlelfe,as 
if then mynding to proceed 
y further 1n the matter, afli- 


:d the Biſhop of 1 that and 


'cndſþ Thomas More to'go Embaſſa-" 
+ meÞurs to Cambray (a place nei- 
wilfer Imperiall, nor French ) to 
hat a Peace betweene the Em- 
ir ſoFcour,the'Frech Kitig, & him-” 


2nt 
2d, ) 
wit 
hig 


fe; im the concliiding wherof® 
rTho. More ſo worthily man<' 


C5 cured 


ce moued, or to make the 


*fr., After the ſupply! ing of the 


ged the bufintes, that he pro 
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rchWrm in his houſe;for' the She. 
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' Chauncellour)cauſed the Duke 


| of the Biſhop of Durnam,and 5 


" Thellife of 
curedtherby much more bens 
fir for the Kingdome , then wa 
at that tyme by the King and hy 
Coiulcll thought oilible could 
be copaſſed. For © $9.4 200d {erMour 
uicein that Embaſly , the KingſW:1d 


( when he after made him LorMWhou 


of Norfotke, to declare open] « 
the people, how much all } ut 
land was bounden vnto him 
as you ſhall {ce heertafter more aM'ica 
large. | 

| Now vpon the coming Lila 


Ti homas More from Cambray afor 
fayd, the King began to rene! herc 
agayne his old. ſuite , and Wa 
very, earneſt. in, perſpading $ F 
Fhomes More. t to agree. Vnto i 
matter. .of- his maTriage , yin 
all rhe: Wayes,. ,.and; means | 

coll 


& 


$9r Tho. Moree ys * 
onld deuiſe to draw him to his © | 
part,and as it was thought-did - 
he rather for that end ſoone af- 
er create him Lord Chauncel- - 
our of England. Ana the King 
ud further ynto him, that al- 
hough at his going 10 Cambray, 
ie was In. Vtter def{paire to.ob= 
aine diſpenſation thereof; yet” 
ow he had conceuued ſome 
ord hope to copaſle the ſameg 
leaging, that albeit his Mar-' 
Rage, as bein g agaynit the poſts 
we Law of the Church, & the 
11tten Law of God, was hol- 
en by the diſpenſation ; yet is 
here another thing found ous 
late/quoth che King Jwherby 
us Marriage appeateth ſo dire, 
fly agaynſt the law of Nature, 
at it Can 1 No Wile, by the 
hurch be diſpenſable, as De- 
| "Cv a 
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os The Tifeof 
Qor Szokesley ( whome he ha 
then preferred to the Biſhop 


ricke of Lozaon )can well 1 


ſtru& you, with whome, vpo "3 
this point, I would haue you ti the 
—_ : | Arc 

| So they conferred togcatheYuo! 
But for all! chis Conferenc:Migh 
Syr Thomas More could not balffſow 

' induced to change his opiniouer 
therein: Yet! notwithitandinWard 
d1d the Biſhop in his Report dine 


him to the King, attirme fallclj 
thar he found Syr T7 homas Mor 
in the Kings cauſe , very for 
ward, as being defirous to hin 
fome good matter , wherewit 
Ke might ſerue the Kings con 
tentment, in thatcaſe, + 

\ Now.,this Biſhop Srokes/ey hi 
ning 2 litle before, byn by Cartdiu 
dinall Wolſty openly every Ti 


wm _ o 


: Sarce-chamber, & awarded 
the Flecte, he not well broo- 
ng this contuwmelinns vſage:; 
"4 knowing that foraſmuch 
; the Cardinall , for his backe= 
arcnes 1N purſuing t Oe Kings 
uorſe, was falling out of his 
iohnes fauour;and that he had 
ow eſpied a fie opportunity to 
uenge his quarell agaynſt the 
inall . and to incenſe the 
ing Rubcher agaynſt him; at 
it preuayled ſo far, that the 
ardinall was ſoone after dif. - 
aced from his office of high 
hancellorſhip , and the ſame 
as conferred Ypon SyrT homas 
lore, boping therby {o to witt 
 Wimto his fyde, that he would 
5 hayicld his conſent for the matter. 
Curt diuorſe, | 
d Then was Syr Thomas More 
thi 738 : bee 


'M 
10P 


[1 
'P0 


ut to 


ther 
"Nc? 
ot by 
niot 
Ling 
re of 
{elf 
Mort 
for 
find 
wilt 
con 


drThe. Mer 7 


E2  Fhe.T 
betweene the Dukes of Sf 
and N.rfolke, brought throuy 
We#tmiz fer Hall, to his placei 
the Chancery, and the Duke 
Aarfolke in the audience of 4 
the : peop] e there aſſembled, k 
wed, that he was from the Kin 
bimſe) fe {traitley charged $ 
{oeciall commiiion , Sg pic [1] 
there open:y in the preſence, 
them ail, how much all £9: 
was be 2holding to Syr Thu 
More, for his good {eruice; an 
how worthily he delerued t 
higheſt roome inthe Kingco 
I further how deere his M 
zeſty loued & truſted him; whit 
in ( quoth. the Duke ) he hail 
great cauſe to reioyce, & pray 
Almighty God. 
W hereunto Syr Thomas MI 
( amongſt divers other wile and 
; cal 
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$11 The. More. 1 
.rned ſpeches ) made anſwere 
d replyed, that allchough he 
ad good caule to take comfort 
F his Highnes {ingular fauour 

wards him , to whoame there» 
re he acknowledged himſelfe 
oft deeply bounden z yet ne-. 
rth:lefſe he muſt for his owne 
it needes confeſle , that 1n all 
ole things, by th. Duks Grace 
cre alleaged, he had done no- 
ing, but what was tis duty. 
Ind furthermore fſaia, That he 
as very vnhit for that dignity, 
herein ( confidering how wile 
nd worthy a Prelate,had lately 
efore taken fo great a fall )he 
ad he had no great cauſe to.re- 
vyce. And as phey had before in 
he Kings behalfe, charged him 
0 miniiter Iuſtice vprightly 8& 
duteretly to the people, with: 
7 | | out 
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out' corruption or affection: {iue: 
did he likewiſe charge them iM:ch 
gayne, that if they ſaw him, afor 
any time ro digrefle, 1n the jealWnd 
thing, tonching any part of hf y 
duty ,in that honourable Ofiayl 
ce,cuen as they would difcharſhin| 
their owne duty and fidelity riffþr { 
God and the King, they wouldhi-! 
not fayleto declarethe ſame to 
his Maieſty ; who otherwilz, 
might haue wft cauſe to lay the 


their charge. | ial] 

Now, when he was Lori: 
Chauncellour; on a tyme being f: 
at leaſuref as feldome he was )MWr:d 
a Sonne in law of his, who hadfſe 71 
marryed one of hrs danghters jo br 
ſpake merrilyytito i Paying | th 
When Cardinall Wolſey wal ho 
Lord Chanceltour;, not: voy kn 
TL þ 


_— 
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Syr Tho. Move: 6&5 


uers of his priuy Chiber, but | 


h alſo as were' but his very 
oor-keepers got much proflit: 


nd now 1th I haue maryed one 


fyour daughters,and giue my 
ayly attendance ypon you., [I 
iunke I might of reaſon looke 
rſomrhins; butyouſpoyle ail 
nkots, Syr, Decaulſe you beſo 
2, your leifs to heare cuery 
in, 1f 2!) poore as rich; & be- 
le; you k-:2p2 no doores ſhut 
zaynit ch:m, which is tome no 
4l linderance and difcoura- 
emet; whereas otherwiſe ſome 
r friend hippe, ſome for kyn- 
red, but mo{t for profit, would 
eolad to hang my; furtherance 
d bring them to your preſence. 
\nd now as the caſe ſtands, if 
ſhould take any thing of them, 
know I ſhould do Zh much 

wrong 
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65 The Life of 
wrong, for that they may 
much for themſelues , as 1; 
able to do for the. Which thi 
though it bein you very con 
Mmendable,yet to me your Sont 
I find it nothing profitable. 
You ſay wall. Sonne ( qua! 


Syr Thomas More ) Ido not 


like that you are fo ſcrupulg 
of conſcience, for there be | 


ny other wayes, wherin I m; 


both do you good ,and plealy 


your friend alſo; for ſometyn 
may I by my word ſtand ya 


friend inſteed, and ſomet! 

1 may by my letters help hu 
orif he hanea cauſe dependu 
before me,at your requeſt [nm 
heare him before another; o! 
his cauſe be not altogether 


the beſt, yer may I moue the pa 
'tyes to fall ro lome reaſonad 
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$yr Tho. More. 69 
nd, or compound by arbitre- 
mznt: Howbeit this one thing 
Sonne , I aſſure thee, on my 


Fayth, thatif the parties will at 


my hands call for 1uſtice,then if 
twere my Father that ſtood on 
the one fide, and the Diusll on 
the other fide, his cauſe being 
pood , the Diuell ſurely houll 
haue right. 7 
. So offered heto his Sonne as 
much fauour as he thought he 
ould 1n reaſon require. And 
at he would for no'reſpe& di- 
vrefſe never (olitle fro wſtice, 
id plainely appeare by another 
ff his. Sonns in-law, one M.Giles 
2797, Who had a ſorry ſuite de- 
ending before him 1n the Chi- 


her ery,yet preſuming much Vpon 


1c Pa 
ona) 
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is Fathers Fauour, would inno_. 


ayes by perſwaded by- him t6 
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ynto it, or elſe cancell it. 
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cpme-to an indifferent compo» ill ſe 
{1116 with his aduerſlary; where. W 9: 
Ypon 1n triall of the matter, Sr MW mn 
Thomas More pronounced ſens” IM Þ: 
tence agaynit him. h 

He vied cuery afternoone to W it 


ficin his open Ha!l, to-the end, fr 
that whoſocuer had any ſuityn- IW 7 
to him, they might the more i y 
boulder come to his preſence, M Þ 
and there to open theyr Com- W !! 
playints before him. Alſo his W Y 
manner was, toread euery Bill WW {: 
himſelfe,before he would grant WW FE 
any $45 pzaz, and hauing read W 
it, he would either ſet his hand MW © 
t 


Whenſocuer he paſſed throgh |: 
Weſtminſter Hall , to his' place 
in Chancery , by the Court of 
KingsBech,if his Father (one of 
the Judges therof ) had bin there 

; Wo (7 


#, 
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Syr Tho. More. - 69 

ſet before he came, he would 
0 into. the {ame Court, & there 

moſt reuerently ypon his knees 
before the whole Aſſembly,aske 
his Father bleſſing. As likewiſe, 
if his Father and he chanced to 
meet at the Lecture 1n Lincolxes 
Ine (as oftentymes they did) 
yet, notwithſtanding his high 
place & Office, would he offer 
in Argument,the preheminence 
ynto hisFatherz rior would him- 
ſelfe accept thereof , yntill his 


Father had refuſed it. © 


And for further declaration 
of his naturall afte&ion; &-Foue 
towardes his Father , when he 
lay ficke ypon his death bed, he 
did not only ( according to his 
duty) oftentymes come and vi- 
fic him, with all mannerof come 

fort, but alſo?at- his departurs 


, | our {|| 


7 The Ziftof” 

i outofthe world, he tooke him {ou 
about the Necke, kiſſed ,& 1ms Wim; 
braced him, commending his Fitec 
{oule into mercy full hands of 1th 
Almighty God,and ſo departed, *" - 

Whileſt he was Lord Chan. 0! 
cellour, he graunted but few ith 
Iniun&tions; yet were they by ad] 
ſome of the Iudges of the Law Mor 
miſliked, which M. Roper vnder- un 
Randing, declared the ſame vn- 

.to Syr Thomss More, who anſwe- 
red, that they ſhould haue litle 
cauſe to find fault with him 
therfore. Whereupon he cauſed 
one M. Crooke,chicfe of the fix 
Clarkes to make a Docket con- 
teyning the whole number and 
cauſes of all ſuch Intundtions, 
as either 1n his tyme had alrea- 
| dy paſſed, orat the preſent de- 
| pended 1n any of the Kings - 
et Courts 


Sys Fho. More. or- 
ourts at Weſtminſter -beforg 
;m;which done, he one day in- 
itzd all the Iudges to dinner 
1th him 1n the Counſell Chi- 

er at Weſtminſter, and after 
ynner, when he had broken 
ith them, what coplaynts he 
2d heard of his IntunRions ,8& 
noreouer had ſhewed them the 
wmber and cauſes of euery one 
n order,truly & playnely, they 
rere all inforced to confelle, 
hat themſelues in like caſes 
ould have done no otherwile, 
Then made he this offer ynto 
hem, That if the Iudges of eue- 
y Court ynto whome the re- 
ormation of the rigour of the 
aw, by reaſon of their Office 


voſt eſpecially appertayned ) 
mould ypon reaſonable conſt-, 
rations in their owne diſcre- 
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72 The Life of | 
tions ( as he thought they wer 
bound to do in conſcience ) my. 
tigate, and reforme the rigor of 
the law themſclues, there ſhould 
from thenceforth be no more 
Inuntions graunted out by 
him. Whereunto when they rc: 
fuſed to condeſcend , then ſaid 
he-vnto them ; For aſmuch 2s 
' your ſelues ( my Lordes ) force 
me to that neceflity,of granting 
out Ininn&4ions, for reliefe of 
© the peoples iniuries, you cannot 
hereafter any more uuſtly blame 
me. | 


-Aﬀeer that, he ſpake privatly 


toM. Roper (aying:I perciue why 
they liked notſo to do, for they 
ſee that they may by the verdi4 
of the Iury ,caſt all quarrels y:- 


pon thoſe whome they account 


their chiefe defence; and theres 


fore 


Fort 
the 


poT 


| Syr Tho. Move. ? 73 Tv 
yereWore am I compelled, to abide: 
the aduencure of all ſuch; Ree- 
ports » TE 
Now in the tyme of his Chan- 
ellourſbippe, alithough he had 
bur litle leaſure,to buſy himſelfe': 
nthe ſtudy of holy Scriptures, 
and Controuerſies in Religion, 
with other ſuch hike Exerciſes, 
being 1n a manner continually ; 
imployed abour the affaires of 
he King and Kingdome; yet, 
11d he take many watchfull pai- 
es 1n ſetting forth divers profie , 
table workes, in thedefence of. 
briſtian Religion, agaynſt Hee * 
elies, that then were blowne- 
abroad. In {o much that the-Bi- 
hops, to whoſe Paſtorall care 
hat Reformation chiefly bels- 
ped , ſeeing themſclues ,by: his 
Wraucll ka 6s by their owns . 
. a2 Cone" 
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74". The Life of 
confeſſion, they were not any 
Way able to compare with him) 
in great part diſcharged of ther 
dutyes1n that behalſe; & conh.- 
dering , that for all the Princes 
fauor, & his great Office he was 
norich man, nor had in yearly 
reuenewes aduiced himfel fe as 
his worthynes deſerucd, there- 
foreat a Conuocation, holden 
amongſt themſc]ues, and others 
of the Clergy., they agrecd to 
recompence him with a ſumme 
of fiue thouſand pounds, for his 
paynes taken'in their behalfe. 

"To thepayment wherof euc- 
' ry Biſhop, Abbot, and others of 
the Clergy, according to the ra- 
* tes of their abilityes, becameli- 
berall Contributaries; hoping 
that this their liberality would 
give him good content, Where- 


- _ 


| vpon 


Sy! Tho. Mora Tx 

5 Biſhop Ton#all of Darhz,Bi- 
hop Clarke of Bath , & D.Voyſey. 
31.hop of Exceter repayred viito' 
yr Tho. More_Þ, declaring how 
hankefully , to their diſcharge 
n Gods cauſe, they reckoned 
hemſelues vnto himzand-albeie 
hey could, not according to his 
leſerts, {0 worthily requite his 
zbours, & therefore muſt refeb 
ic fame ro Gods gracious good 
eſſe: yet for a ſmall gratuity if 
elpe& of his Eſtate a vaequall 
ohis Worth, in the Name of 
heir whole Conuocation, the 
reſented vnto him the rfait 
umme , defiring him to accepe 
f itin good part. Bur Syr Thos 
5 More refuſing this their tent 
cr, ſaid vnto them: That, as 
25 nofmall comfort vnto thing 
hat ſa wiſe antlodragd mepans 
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J6- - - The Life of 
cepted of his weake labours, for 
which he ncuer intended to re. 
ceiue any other reward, but x 
the hands of God, to whomes 
lone all the thankes therof were 
ghiefly to be aſcribed: So gauche 
moſt humble thankes vnto all 
their. Honours ,, for their þ 
Friendly and honourable con 
deration, and carneſtly intrex- 
ted them roreturne cuery mat 
his money agayne. 
| Wharfore when after much 
preſſing him to accept therof,& 
cold not preuaile, thy beſough 
him, that they might, beſtoy i 
n his Wife, and Children 
Narſo my- Lords ( quoch he, 
had rather ſee ir caſt into thi 
Thames,then either I,or anyc 
myheſhould hays, che value « 
anc ponny: thecoh, For,my [4 
, x | $ 
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"Syr Tho. More. "77 
 forfſ$des, though your offer indeed be 
) re very fayreand friendly, yet let. 
1t af] fo much by my pleature, & fo 
neaMide by my profit, that I would 
ner n0t,in good fayth, for ſo much, 
1c he and much more, to haue loſt fo 
0 if many 2 good hy ſleepe ,as 
r {of ſpent vpon the ſame. And yet 
I would wiſh, for all that, vpan 
conditio that Hereſies 9 Soc 
preſſed, thatall my Bookes were 
burned, & my labour loſt. Thus 
aud departed they from thim;, and 
of ft were driven ta returne cuety 
ohh man his owne money agayne: 
will This Lord Chanesllour, dl- 
dreaffl though he was well knowne, 
ie, I Porh co God and the world tobe 
> th_l « man of moſt eminent Ver- 
ny oli] '**, though notſo conſidered of 
ue off £v<ry man; yer for the auoyding 
;Lorfff 9 ingularity would heappedre 
1-1 D 3 £0 
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 *totheey of the world no other 
: wiſe then other men, as wellj 
his apparell, as behauiour. Ani 
' albert 'he appeared outward 
| Honourable, like ro one of kf w 
Fay tA Calling, yet inward dz 
'Iy did heeſteme all tuch rhing kn 
: for meere yanity: for next to hiffifl w! 
; naked body he wore almoſt cM th 
 -xinuallya ſhirt of hayre; the wi 
| © Ia young Gentlewoman , name 
*{M.**. More, by chance on dayc 
-pyingashetatin his dou bler diff co 
Eg dynner in the ſomer-ty} lo 
.. _ me,and ſeemed to ſmile therat 
- (his daughter Roper perceiving w 
.che (ame (being not ignoran of 
»of this his auſterity |) gaue hinflf| d: 
- Priuate nottce -wich®'g and bY hi 
:did preſently amend the fault of 
;$ceming withall {orry , that h 
2:hadfecntit; He alſo iwore ano 
: the 


Fa 
wy 


ther playne courſe ſhirt without 


ruffe or collar, ypon his ſhirt of - 


hayre; And many tymes heli- 
kewiſe puniſhed his body with 


whips, made of knotted cor- 
ds ; thz which thing was only | 


knowne to his daughter Roper, 
who for her fecreſy , aboue all 
the r:{t he eſpecially truſted, for 
that as need required. ſhe did al- 
wayes waſh & mend his ſhirtof 
hayre, which he would not dif- 
coucr ynto any other what- 
locuer. "in 
Now, in this meane ſpace, 
whilſt he was Lord Chicelour 
of England, ths King did one 
day greatly moue him, & defire 
him, well to wzigh and conſider 
of his great matter, concerning 
his diuorce. Syr Thomas More 
tailing ypon his knees, moſt 


D 4 humbly 
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Rand it:H his gratious -Soueras. 
-gne, as'cuer ſince his entry 1n- 
ito his 'Royall Seruice, he had 
found him; and ſaid , that there 
'was nothing 1n the world more 
ns to his hart, then that 


ewas not. able with the loſſe of 


'one of his lymbes, to find any 


thing for that matter , wherby 
he might with ſafe conſcience 

ferue his Mateſties turne. And 
hace he had alwaycs borne m 
_ mynd the moſt Godly wordes, 
that his Highneſſe ſpake vnto 
him ,athis firſt comming into 
his Royall feruice (the moit ver- 
uous Leſſon, that-cuer Prince 

raughta Subie& ) to wit, that he 
 Hould firſt looke vnto God, 
& after God, vnto his King :as 
1n good fayth( ſaid he ) I haue 


molt 


humbly -beſought his Maicſytof 


of 
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Syr Tho. More. - v3 
ty toWpoft ſincerely done,or cls mighe Mi 
eral- Wour Grace accompt me a molt. || 
' 11- W:worthy ſeruant. 
had To this the King replyeds 
here hat if he could not therein with 
re Wis conſcience ſerue him,he was 
that Wc! content to accept of his 
cof Wruice otherwiſe, and vſe the 
any Wuice of fome others of his pri- 
rby y Counſell , whoſe conſ{cien- 
Oct Ws would agree well inough 
\od Wherewich, nor would he neuer- 
heleſſe diſcotinue his gracious. 
uour towards him , nor trou- 
l his conſcience any further: 
ith that matter , for the tymg 
arward. EL : 
But Syr Thomas More per, 
cived by Intle and little, rhe 
he King fully derermined to: 
roceede in his Marriage with 
Quezne Ant , when he , with 
* & Riker the 


7 
94 


ADD ERTALY An Br pon betty SHS Fog” ot BT PE ted ors - Pe 4 ers , 


- 

4 
4 
$ 
F 
4 

[3 
k. 
E 
; 
5 
* 
& 
” 
2 
F 
t 


# The Liſcof 
the Biſhopps and Nobles of the 
Higher Houſe of Parlament, 
were for the furtherance of that 
matter, comanded by the King 
td go vnto the. 'Commons of 
the lower Houſe, & ſhew vnto 
them, what the Vniuerlities al- 
well of other parts beyond the 
{eas, as of Oxford, and Cambridze 
had done in that behalfe , teſti. 
fiyng the ſame with their ſeal: 
and ſubſcriptions. All which 


rpngs ( at the Kinges requeſt, 


not ſhewing of what mynd. he 
was therein himſelfe)he opened 
to the Lower Houfe of Pail 
mens..”. X 
 Neuertheleſſe doubting great 
ly, left further inconueniences 
might follow, inrg with ( con 
trary to his conſcienice-) by r& 
fon of his Office , he was likely 


Syr Tho. More, $3 
obefall, he made humble ſure 
othe Duke of Norforke(his fin 
pular deare friend)to be a mea» 
nes vnto the King , that he 
might, with his Graces fauour, | 
x: difcharged from his Othce of 
hancellourthip , in which for 
ertayne infirmityes of his bo- 
y,he pretended himſelfe nor a- 

le any longer to ferue. 

This good Duke of Norfolke 
omming on atyme to Chelſey 
odyne with Syr Thomas Morc, - 
ound him 1n the Church, fin- 
ing in the Quner, with a Sur= 
life on 1s backe - to whome 
after Maile was done ) as they 
went towardes his houfe, to« 
ether arme 1n arme, the Duke 
ad: Gods body, Gods body, my- 
ord Chancellour, what turned - 
artſh Clarke? Y ou difhonor the 
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”” 4 The Life of 
King and his Office very muc 
Nay ( quoth $yr Thomas More 
fmyling vpon the Duke ) yourſan) 
Grace may not thinke, that thMEhat 
King your Maiſter and mynecer 
- wilbeoffended with me for {er 
uing God his Maiſter, or therh) 
accompt his Seruice any ,wa; 
diſhonoured. 

Now, when the Duke /at thi 
ſpeciall intreaty and import 
nate ſuite of Syr Thomas More 
had obtayned of the King, tha Ch 


he ſhould be diſcharged of hiſſhis 
Chancellorſhip.,at a conuenien Bil 
tymeappointed by the King, hFeig 
a vnto: the Court , tf 4s 
mw vp the great Seale, wht 

11s Maicity receaued of him 
with prayic,and thankes for hi 
good ſcruice done to- his perias 


and the me in that Office ut 


a es -> —_— 4. << oe ee cw - 


|. _—_— 


 Syr Tho. More. 7 
And he further ſfayd vnto him 
in a Sracious manner , that if in; 
any ſuite he ſhould heerafter 
hauc vato him, that cither con. 
cerned his Honour ( for that 
word it pleaſed the King to vie 
ynto him, ) or appertayned ro 
his profit, he ſhould ever find his 
Highnes, a very good, and gra-, 
cious Lord. 
After he had thus reſigned 

the Office , and Dignaty of the 
Chancellorihip ,and placed-all | 
his Gentlemen & Yomen with WM 
Biſhops and Noble men, and his 
eight Watermen with the Lord 
4udley( who fucceded him 1n his 
Office ) ro whome allo he gaue 
hisgreat Barge; he then called al 
his children vato him , & asked 
therr aduiſes how he might now 
un the decay of his ability which 


Is The Life of 
by the ſurrender of his Office 
was ſo umpayred, that he cou! 
not,as he was wont, maintayne 
tham © live al togeather ,accor. 
ding to his deſyre;wherat when 
he ſaw them all Glenr, & vnawil. 
ling in that caſe to Kos their 
O :nions vnro him: Why then 
will I quoth he {hew vnrto you 
my poore mynd. 

I haue beene brought vp, 
( {aid he )at9xford , at an June 
of | Chancn ry , at Lincolnes Lang, 
and alſoin the Kings Courts, 
and fo forth, from the loweſt 
dezree to the higheſt ; and yet[l 
haue in yearly Cones. loft 
me artthis preſent,litcle abouea 
hundred poundes by the yeare. 
So that now, we muſt hereafter 
if we will five t together, 'be con- 


rent ro become Contributours 
to 


Syr The. More. 4,4 
oech other; but by my coun- 
2! it ſhall not be beſt for vs, to 
ill to the loweſt fare firſt. We 


xford fare,nor the fare of New 
me; but we will begin with 
incolnes Inne dyet , where ma- 


y right Worſhipfull of good 


yeares do liue full well; which if 


ve hind not our f{elues the firſt 


yeare able to mayntayne , then 
will we the next yeare go one 
ſteppe downe to New-1an: fare, 
wherewith , many 


an honeſt 
man 15 well content2d. Then, 
if thatexceed our abilityes, will 
we the next yeareafter deſcend 
to0xford fare, where many gra- 

learned, & ancient DoRours 
de continually refdent; which 
ft our powers be not able to 
mayntayne neyther, then tnay 


ill not therefore deſcend to. 
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The Life of 
we yet with, bagges. and walle 
o0a begging tozeather, hoping 
that for pitty ſome good people 

will giue ys their Charity , at 
their doore, to ling Sa/ue_ Regis 
- 24 , and fo {till may we keepe 
company togeather , and be az 
merry as Beggars. 

And whereas you haue heard 
before, that he was by the King, 
taken from a very good liuing, 
and aduanced to his Maieities 
ſeruice, wherein he ſpent with 
paynfull cares and trauels,, a- 
well beyond the Seas,as with 
the Kingdome, 3n a manner th 
whole ſubſtance of his life : yet 
with all the gayne that he got 

| thereby ( being neuer waſtfall 
ſpender)he was ſcarce able, at- 
* terthe Reſignation of his office 
of Chancellorſhip,for the main- 


tay- 


a 


= ——— L 
' PI" WP HO nin RI T3  . 7 ; 
"4 nn2ÞP vat if +4 jt - PE 
$25 wes ' ge? {cle "o "00% 23 
ply > ah ne Po rr gy, - _ Co __— j 
* »*, G Þ PX 2 Ig, CO TED —_ 
" i _ MY * 
og TS OT © 9 7D ET: 


Sf 6 OP” 3 OR __ k : ” _—_— 
SOL, H_S : I Wy RD a hae IH ys OT 
ayeapitogy or* pe agrtrpmipo ents BEG INS ow > doogny 


ule 

Ping 
ople 
WY. 
Re9te 
cepe 
)E 2s 


eard 
1g, 
102, 
Pr 
with 
'y al- 
thir 
rth 


Syr Tho. More. 8g 
ynaac: of himſclfe , and ſuch 
neceſſarily belonged vanro 
m, ſufficiently to Pad mear© 
1nke,apparell, and other ſuch 
eceſſaryes; all the land which 
ever purchaſed ( which he 
d alſo , before he was Lord 
hancellour-) not amounting 


 aboue the value of Twent 

arkes a yeare - And after his 
bes payd , he had not( his 
hayne only excepted ) in gald 


d filuer, left him the worth of 
nc hundred pounds, 

In the tyme of his Chancel- 
chip, ypon the Sundayes and 
oly dates, when Malſe,or Ene- 
Nee were ended , one of hts 
entlemen did vſually go ro his 
dyes Pzw in the Church, & 
y vnto her: Madame, my Lord 
20nc, The next Sunday after - 


the 


) 


90. The Tife of 


the ſurrender of his Office, & 
departure of his Gentlemen 
he went vnto his Ladyes pey 


- himſelfe, and with his Cap it 


hand , he made her low Cour 
tely, ſaying vnto her; Madame 
My Lord is gone... 

' Inthetyme, before his tron 
bles, he would talke with hi 
Wife and Children of the toyer 
of heauen, & the paynes of he 
& of the lives of the Holy Mar 
tyrs, of.their grieuous Martyr 
domes , of their meruailous P 
tience, and of their ſufferings 
deaches, & that they died moliſh 
willingly rather the they woul 
offed God: alſo what a happy! 
bleſſed thing it was for the lo 
of God toſufter loſſe of goods 
impriſonment, loſſe of life, ar 
laades. Moreouer he would fri 


to 


- 


Syr Tho. More. 94 
ther ſay vnto them, That vpon 
his Fayth , if he could but per- 
ceiue, that his wife & Children 
would encourage him todye 1n 
good cauſe,it would beſucha 

comfort vnto him, that for yery 
joy therof he would runne mer- 
ly to his death. By this diſ- 
courſe , and other ſuch like, he 
aue them fezling what trou- 
bles might afrerwardes chance 
to happen vato him, whereby he 
hid (o farre encouraged them 
before th2 ty me, that afrerwars 
des when th:y happened vnto 
nim indeed, they ſeemed a great 
ieale the leffe. 

Now after the R:fignation of 
his Office, there came vnto him 
to Chelſety, 'M. Thomas Cromwell 
( then in the Kings his favour!) 

[d Fit with a meſſage from his Maie- 
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| Ry,about which when they ha 
fully coferred togeather priuati 
ly ; M.Cromwell (quoth Syr Thi 
2145 More ) you are now new] 
entred into the leruice of a mol 
Royalf, Wiſe, & liberall Prince 
andif you follow my poore adi 
wiſe, you ſhallin your Counſell 
gluing , cuer tell him what h 
ought to do, but neuer whath 
15 able to. do. So ſhall you the! 
your ſelfe a true and faythful 
ſeruant, 8& aright worthy Coi 
ſellour : forif a Lyon knew hi 
owneſtrength, it were hard fc 
any man torule him. 

Within a Sort 'tyme af 
his , chere was a -Commilbo 
graunted forth, and direcel t 
M. Cranmer' then Archbiſhop 
Canteroury } co 'determyne t 
matter of the Mariage betwezi 


Syr Tho. OM ore. Ti 


y ha; King, & Queene Katharine, 
"1UatW: 5. Albans. Where at laſt ,it 
fo as fully determined, and con- 
ew 


luded, according to the Kings 
lelire: and then began he to co- 
1ncelayne, that fince he could haue 
no Juſtice at the Popes handes, 
he would therfore from thence- 
forth ſeparate himſelfe from the 
Ga of Rome, and thereupon he 
preſently maried the Lady Anne 

Bullen Ts 
Which, when Syr The. More_s 
ynderſtood , he ſayd to M. Ro- 
per ; God graunt, God graunt, 
Sonne Roper, that thele matters: 
alt wichin a while, be not confir- 
ith med by Oath. Eos 
el ' Abour this tyme , Queene 
OP MAzres was to paſle through 
16 UN London fro. the Tower to Weſt- 
minitex, to hep Coronation , & 
Os :  lome 


"HE The Life of 
ſome few dayes before, Syr 7}; 

' #245 More—receiued aletter f1 
the Biſhops of Durham, Bath, 
Winchc#er requeſting him, bot 
to keep them company tro 
the Tower to Weitminiter to thi 
{aid Coronation, and withall t, 
accept of Twenty Poundes W 
which by the 'Bzarer thereof 
they had ſ:nt ynto him to bu 
him a gowne ; which he thank 
fully receiued , but yet: went 
not, ſtaying ſtill at home vnulll 
the Coronation was paſt. Arthis 
next mezting with the ſaid Bi 
ſhops, he ſpake merrily. vate 
them, faying;My Lordes, by the 
letter which you ſent lately yn 
to me, you required of me twc 
things, one wherof ſince I wa 
well contented to graunt, ther 
fore I thought nh oe A ihe 
tat ptodes ji 
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Syr The. More. os” 
ulder to deny you the other: 
nd alſo, becauſe I tooke you 
rno Beggars, and my felfs I 
ow to be no rich man , [ 
ought I might the rather ac= 
pt of your [iberality with the 
ore honeſty. Bur 1ndeed your 
her Requeſt put me in mynd 
acertaine Emperour ( I haue 
ow forgotten his name )that 
idea law, that whoſoeuer co- 
tred a certayne offtece{which 
do not now neyther remem- 
,) ſhould ſuffer death, by be- 
2 deuoured of wild beaſtes,ex- 
ptit were a Virgin that of- 
nded againſt the ſame, ſuch 
uerence did he beare vntoVir- 
nity. Now, it fo fell out, that 
efirſt who committed the of> 
ace, was indeed a Virgin , 
hcrof the Emperour hearing, 

E | E Was 


the example of others, he wou| 
fayne haue had that Law put; 
_* execution. Whereupon whe 
his Counſell had (ate, and lon 
debared the caſe, ſuddenly ther 


aroſe vp one amongſt the reliſh 


 agood playne fellow , and ſaid 
Why make you ſo much ad 
about this buſinefſe, my Lo 
des ? The matter ſeemes to m 
but ſmall , and caſy to be deci 
ded : For let her firſt be deflow 
red, and then afterwardes ſh 
may be deuoured . 

And ſo my Honourable goo 
Lords, though your Lordihyp 
haue in the matter of marrig 
hitherto kept your ſelues pur 
Virgins; yer take yee good hee! 
you keepe your Virginuy It 
For there be ſame, who firit b 

: = proc 


C 


was mnch perplexed becauſe fq 


WO 


100 


feaT' 


| trT Ga. More: "Yo 
ſe folffprocuring your” \LordMippr x8* 
youlbe preſent at the Coronation, 
outi ul next be egging you'on, to: 
wheWprea\ h for the lertingofit forth; : 
| JonÞnd finally compell you to pub- 
ther@l:iſh Bookes vato all the world 
. reſo defence therof . Theſe are 
{aitizy chat be deſirous to defloure: 
1 adFF'0u , and then when they - haue 
Lo Lured you, they will not 
o mnF:y|e, ſoone afrer ro deuvoure 
deciffſou Now my Lordes , it lyeth, 
flowFotin my power, bur that they 
5 {hay deuvure me; but God, be-- 
n2 ſill my good Lord, Iwillla 
900 roude,, chat they ſhall neuer 
Hh are me. | 
rig And had henotbyn one in=' 
-purſÞ-<d, whoin all his ations, and 
| heedFoſt great affairs as well for the- 
ſtill F929 as the realme during — . 
rſt þ ears, was guer free ir6 all cor! 
roc E ruption, 
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+ The Life of 
| Tuption,by doing wrong, or ta- 
king:þribes; it would without 
doubt in this-ſo troubleſome 1 
tyme, of the Kings diſpleaſure 
agaynſt him, have beene deeply 
layd to his charge, therby to 
haue found asy the leaſt holein 
tis coate. But he alwayes kept 
tamſelfeſo cleare,cuen of {uſpt. 
tion of any ſuch thing, that no 
man was once able therwith to 
blenuſh him; although the ſame 
was ſhrewdly many times at- 
tempted , ſpeciaily in the caſe 
of one Parpell, againſt whome 
Syr Themas More- Whilſt he was 
Lord Chancellour, in the ſuite 
of one Y auzham (Parnels aduer- 
ary.)had paſled a ſentence or de« 
cree, by way. of Iuſtice. 
. Whereupon ; Parzell- made 4 
malt grieugus ROPSyRe.rnd 
: £ng 
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Syr Tho. Mora -99. 
hz King, that Syr Thomas Mord 
had, for pailiing of the: forſaid 
j:cic2, taken from theſaid Yaus 
gs vnavle for the Gowteta 
raucll abroad himſelfe }by the 
handes of. his wife,a fayregreat 
g1l Ided cup for a bribe. Vpo this 
zxcculation Syr Thowas More Was 
by che Kings appointment, cal- 
:d before the whole body: 'df 
the Counſell, where this matter 
Was heynoully laid to his char. 


ee. Je forthwith confelled, that 
tor aſmuch as that cup was log 
afcer the paſling of a foreſaid 
iecree, brought vnto him for a 
new yeares orft, he atthe eg 
lewomas canning 


y ref ed 


[PO him, of -courte 
mot to:receluent;. \N 
Thew the Earle of Wilhirg, 

r 7 Thowss Bullen , Fathes-to 


E 3 Queens 


xeo The Life of _ 
ueene Anzye_, a very oreat 
enemy to Syr Thow as Mere, an 
chiete complayrier of this by 
fines agaynit him to the King 
with much reioycing ſaid vni 
the Lords there prefent: Loe,did 
I not tell you, my Lordes , tha 
you ſhold find this matter true: 
| Whereupon when Syr T hom 
'More- had ſtood filent a while 
ſmyling vpon the Lord of 31; 
{hire , heat length earneſtly de 
fired their Lordihips , that ag 
they had courteoully heard hi 
tell the one partof his Tale, {c 
they would bepleafed to vouch 
fafe him theindifferenc hearing 
_ of the other. 
(Then be further declared yn 
to their Honours, That aibeit 
indeed , he had with much in 
-reaty receyued the cup, yet im 
PlhS5: ©) "GD mediat 


” wt 


Syr Tho. More. 18? 
n:diatly thereupon. he cauſed 
hs Butler to All it with wyne, 
:ndof that cup he dranke ynto 
her, and ſhe pledged him. Then 
45 freely as her husband had g1- 
ven-it vnto him, cuen fo, freely 
rauc he the ſame backe agayne 
to her; to grue vnto her husband 
for his New-yeares gift, which 
at his requeſt ( though much a- 
"Weainſt hzr will) ſhe receyued 
) Wagayne; as berfelf and diucrs. o- 
I thers there preſent, were depo- 
{xd before them. So was this 
ereat Mountayne , was turned 
preſently 1nto MolehilL 
So likewiſe at another time, 
ypon a Nzw yeares day, there 
come vnto Syr Thomas More one 
M.t5 Croker a rich widdow, for 
wnome with no ſmall paynes, 
he had palled a Decree in the 
E 3 Chaun« 
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Chauncery, agaynft the Tor 
«<Arundell ,*to preſenr him wit 
a payre of ploves , and fourty 


 pouds 1n Angells within them 


for a New yeares gift. Of who 

he thankefully Teccuing th 
Gloues, but refuſing the mone; 
ſ21d vnto her: Miſtreſſe , Gn | 
were agaynſt good manners t: 


refuſe a Gentlewomans New 


' yeares 21ft, Iam content to tak 


your Gioues, but for your Mo 


ney Ivtrely yell its 8& muic 


agaihſt her mynd, he reſtore 


ther the Gold backe agayne, 


Another ty me alſo one 2/n 
Greſham hautng 2 cauſe dep2n 
ding beforehim inthe Chaun 
cery, fenthim for a New year 


oifta fayre Gild: :d cup: Theta 


thon whereof hs very wel! li 
king, cauſed one of his own 


Cup 


Syr Tho. More. 103 
cups( though not to his mynd. 
of ſo good a faſhon, yet 'much 
Ih2trer in Yalue ) to be brought 
forth of his Chamber, which he 
willed the Meſſenger in recom- 
pence to redeliuer ynto his Mi- 


Lord 
Wilt 
OUTNTlC 


thi 7 | 

-: "Wl rele, for with other condition 
1 he would in no wiſe receide It. 
rs oh Now when the King PRcgy 
Ka ſaw, that he could' not by atly 


m2anes wyn Syr Thomas Move 


) tak | HO watts; 
Mo to his ſyde, he went about 'b 
mich <fOr, and threates t6 inforde 
him thereunto ; the beginnin 
core 3 ) Fa : 
wherof, was occaſioned, 1n this, 


i, manner. There wasa certayns. 
© Nunne dwelling in Cantetbury, 
i” WW con monly called The holy Mayd 
: of K: at, who for the exteriour 
hew of ber Vertue, and Holi- 
n-i{e, grew into great eſteemg 
 auongit the common People 


E 4 frſt 
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104. The Life oy 
Art, and then amongf other; {lui 
and for that cauſe many Reli.ſ:4, 
goo perſons, many Doctors offi v 
winity, and diuers others 9 
very greataccompt of the Lay- 
ty wicd toreſort ynto her. This 
holy woman affirmed , to haneſſſ:ity 
 hada Reuelation Ea heauen, cu 


[2c]; 


WITL 


A > « 
Bo V 


_ togiue the King warning of \\ 


wicked life, and of the abuſe of ſol: 


the Sword and-Authority cotn- ſorn 


Mitted:ynto him by God ; and iu 


wvanderſtanding , the Biſhop of ſo. 
_ Rochefter, Doktour Fiſher, to be Þ:c 


a man of notable vertuous ifs Wan: 
& greatlearning , ſhe repayred N2T 
to Rocheftcr, and there diſcloſed þ:n 
to him herſayd Reuelation,de- WW» 
firing his aduice and counſel anc 
th:rein; w hich the Biſhop well }Þur 

erceiuing might ſtand with the W:ia 
gr of God, ink holy G burch, {Wid: 
ac ul- 


hers: 
Rel1 
Ic of 
rs 0 

Lay- 
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Syr Tho. More. ro5 
Juiſcd her (as the beforeinten« 
:4, and had warning to do) to 
ovnto.the King zr(elte, and 
:clare vnto hm, -all che Cir. 
:mitances hat Whereupon . 
ho copay and told vnto his Ma- 
ity her ſaid Reuelation, and fo 
z:zurned home to Cante rburys 
Wir hin a {hortty me afcer, this 
{aid Holy Nunne , made a 
202y ro the Monaſtery of Srop . 
acuated vp35 the Thames, a litle 
00. Lo-n404 , & by meanes of 
be M. R, Colt .a Father of the 
ame houſe, vafired the Religious. 
zzrof. Ar RY tyme 1t hap- 
2n.d Syr Thomas More to be at. 
19% vititing fome of his aquain- 
ance there, & talking with the 
nNne RY lome of her Re-: 
lations, eſpecially that which 
Id concerne the Kings Supre= 
E 5 _ macy. 
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196 The Life of 
mary and Marriage: which / he 
ſaid ) he might freely and fately 
do, without any daunger or tle 


law, by realon the fame was 


then neither eſtabliſhed by Sta- 
tute, nor conhrmed by Oath(as 
he himielte had log before pro-. 


noſticated, neuertheleſle 1n all 


the dilcourle , and patliages of 


ſpeach which he had with the 
{ard Nunne ( as 1t afterward ap- 
cared ) he had carried himfcife 


10o diſcreetly, that he rather de- 


ſerued comendatiss, the blame. 

At the Parlament following, 
there was a bill put vp for the 
attaynting of the forſaid Nunne 


of Canteronry, & of fome other 
Monaſtical]l perſons = of High | 


Treaſon: as aifo Biſhop Fiſher of 
Rechest-r,Syr Thomas More_- ,0 nd 
diters others , of Miiprifion ot 

'] 184* 


Syr Tho. More. oy 
Treaſon. With which the King 
verily thought Syr Themas More 
would bs fo terrified , that it 
would inforce him torelent , & 
codeſcend to his purpoſe; whers 
1n as:t ſeemed , his Grace was 
much miſtaken. - | 

To rhis Bill, Syr Thomas More 
was ſurter to be recetued perſo- 
rally to make an{were for him- 
{te 1n his owne defence. Bue 
the King not liking that , afli+ 

de-Men:d the Biſhop of Canterbary, 
me. ti: Lord Chacellour, the Duke 
ing, Mot No:folke,and'M.Cromwell at a 
the May, and place appoynted, to if 
nne Wcal i SyY Thones More_ before _ if 
cher Mien. At which tyme M. Roper | 
li9h thinking his Father had now fig 
+ of opportunity,admfed him to las 
,andMbour th.ſe Lordes for the help 
11 of ot his diſcharge, forth of rhe 
10a E. 6 Parla® 
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OO The Life if 


L johenrae they INterta\ nec 


im 
INC5S 


Parlament Ball, who anſwered 
M.Roper, that he would. 

At his comming before the 
ELordes, according to theyr ap 


he I: 


im very fi tendly., and will 
him to tit downe with them 
which in no wiſe he wou]d. Th: 
began the Lord Chancellou te 
declare vnto him , how man 
wayes the King "i ſhewec hi 
loue and favour towards bimz 
how gladly he would hauc hag 
tim continue 1n his Ofhce : : al d 
how willing he would haue ben 


to have heaped more Benchisnci 


vpon him ; how he could askeſſmo 
no worldly Honour,or Profit a:Wme 
the Kings handes, that was |1-ſſtha 
kely to bedenyed his ; hopinsſWmo 
by this declaration of the kinesWrin 


Hauours towards him, to inc ue 


him 


Sred 


e the 


ra D 


\ ied 


111k 
hem 


. The 


Ul Tt 
i191 
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bim; 
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Tyr Tho. More® 109. 
im to favour his Highnes bu- 
nes of the mariage. And laſtly 
ke requelted his "conf Vnto 
no more, - but whar the Parla- 
pent,the Blihops,and Vniuvertt- 
jcs had allready admitted, and 
oalirmed. 
To this-Syr Thomas More _ 
mil Iv ma:ie an{were : {fiying; 
There 15 no man living, my 
Lordes that would with better 
will, do the thing that mighe be 
acceptable to the Kings [2 1gh- 
nes then my ſelte , who edhcs 
miſt cofeflc his manifold g001- 
nile, and bountifull beneprs, 
moſt bznignly beſtowed vpon. 
me: Howbeit I verily thought, 
that] ſhould nzuer haue heard 

Ore of this matter, confide- 
nag, that from time to time, 
euen from the firſt beginning 
heer= 
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ſort, were he 


mo TheTife.rf 
heerof Ihauedeclaie+my min 
playnly & trulyto his Ma: ity 
w hich his Hi: ghnes eucr {0 nj 
to wg a muſt graciousP: 
ce, very well r 0 accept. neue 
mynding” as he faid ) to molcik 
m2 further therewith . Sinc; 
waichryme I could neu.r had 
further matter, that was able tg 
moue me toany other chas zz; 
which 1f I could 9 there 1s not bl 
maninall the word that wouidWurd 
haue becne more glad th.cot, i Þ. 
then my ſeife . | eas 
Many thinges more , of likeWay! 
re yttered on born My, 
f1es: and 1n the.en 1 when they his 


ſaw they could not by any man-W-1 


ner of perſuaiion ,remoue him Wat: 
from his former aeterminarion; #2: 
then they began to touch hin : 


moreneczrely , , rethng him, thatfo: 


the 


Syr The. e More. 
: Kinges Maieity had g1uUen 
min commandemet , 1 they 
Qu by NO o2ntic meanes Wyn 


min 


mth great 4ngratitude, & that 


0\:Mizre was neuer found feruant 
SinceÞ his Souerargne fo vagrate- 
5 of! nor ſubiet to his Prince {o 
lo offaycerous as he : for coat by bis 


ubtile & t1miſter {[e1ghts he had 
ot yvanaturally vrgecd, & pro- 
auidWurcd his Mucity co fer forth 
3 Bzoke, Of the Aſſertion of the 
eanon SATARCH!S , and MAYNe 
nance of the Popes Authort- 


»0:h My, and therby cauſed him ,.to 
they M's areat diihonour throughout 
1an-MCiiitendome, ro puta{word 
him ſoto che Popes handes, to hght 
10n:M:vaynlt hiinſeite. 

. , x 3 [ . 
hin Now when they had thus laid 


tharMlio:ich thele , and all other ſuch 


ITT: 


m,to charge him 1n his Name 


like 
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Tr2 | The Lif ”_ 
like rerrours & 4 Bs which 
they cold im agine ag.y:it him; 
My Lordes / quoth | 1e heie be If cec 
but Bugbeares, ouly ro afillg ht | me 
Childreh , and not ine Bur ro ſvn 
anſwere thay whcrewich you | Hi: 
do chic oy accuſe me, | ve :1ity I thi 
be.icus that the Kings Hizhnes, Nas) 
out of his Ht 2NOUT, will never Nis a 
lay any luch trmng to my char fgvs 
Ce: for New > 3S NO Man in the NP: 
world, th-tcanin that poynr, Foat 
fiy more m my excuſe, then bis ma 
Mucity himfelfe who kaoweth Flea; 

Tight well, that I n-uer was his Þ|br< 
Procurer, or Counl-tlour there- Ebet 
vnto,butafterit was hiniſhed by | for 
his Highnes a; poyntment , and 2 
conſent of the makers therof, | IN ad: 

only was made vſeof, as a ſetter | the 
out, ora placer of ſome princi- i we 
pall matters therein contayned; || $-a 
who; 


'- Syr Tho. More. 113 
wherein, when I found the Po. 
pes Authority fo highly aduan- 
ced, and with fo ſtrong Argu- 
mears mightily defended, Iſaid 


ynto his Grace: I muſt pur your 


Highnes in remebrance of one 


thing.and that1s this, The Pope 
as your Hiphnes well knoweth 
15a Prince as you are, & 1n lea- 
vs with all other Chriſtian 
Princes, it may hereafter ſo fall 
oat, that your Highnes and he 
may vary vpon ſome poynts of 
league, whereupon may grow 
breach of amity. yea and watrrs 
betwixt you; Ithinke it ther- 
fore beſt that , that place be a- 
mended, & his Por £0 more 
aduifedly touched. Nay ” quoth 
the King) that ſhall ienot, for 
we are fo much bound to the 
£2 of Rome, that we cannot Go 

=> | UIS 


114, The Tife of 
to much honour.chereunto Thi 
did Ifurther put his Maicſty in 
remembrance of the: Statute 
Premunire, wherby a great part 
of the Popes Prouthions , wer: 
pared awayeTo that his Maicſty 
anſwered, that whatſocuer im 
pediment were to the contrary 
yet ſhould his Authority be 
{et forth to the vitermoRt: for 
(quoth he) wereceiued fro that 
Sea,this our Crowne Imperiall, 
of 'wiich thing vatill his Gra- 
ce told me with his own- mout] 
I ncuer heard before. So that 
I truſt when his Maieſy ſhalb 
onc?2 truly informed of this, 1nd 
Call to rememorance my plain? 
and honeſt dealing therein , his 
Grace will neuer ſpeake of it 
more, but rather quite cl-ecr 
m2 thereof himſcife. Thus en: 
| dad 


Syr Tho. Move. 115 
0 Jed theAfſembly for that tyme, 
ty in & the Lords {o; Ea A dilplea- 
fantly departed. 

PY Then tooke Syr Thomis More 
J's doathomwards to his houſe 
ſy a: Cho{ſey,togeather with 2. Ro- 
er, and by t the mY was very 
pleaſant. Which AL. Roper fees 
in, was very 9 Yar tharek , ho- - 
1 pg + thathz had 20tten himſe!fe 
wry har Ted our et he > Parlament 
"I itt When hz was landed, and 
ome homes to his houſe, they 
went int his Garden, aad there 
1 | Waiked roz zAThe: 23 4 2000 W: hile. 
F Now 1. - being very de- 
 F brous to "I v Row he had{ped, 
” {a:d;T traſt Sy; all his well , be- 


?. Fcaule you are [ic ET. 'V- [t is fo 
1 

2 hieetlon LT & Th 2 Per ( quorn h-T 
"© ND 
p tnanke 0! ir L a God. Are you 
3.;0 {42 put out of the Pari nent 


bill 


116 The I fe of 
bill Syr C quoch 24. 2oper? ) By my 
troth ſonne R-per ( quorh he )[ 
neuer rem:mbred it. Neuer re- 
membred it, Sr, { guoth M.R.- 
per)a matter thariouche 'th your 

ſeife ſo neere, & all vs for your 
lake.” Truly Syr,Iam very ſorry 
to heaxre it, for I verily hoped, 
when I faw youſo mercy , that 
all had ben well. Well , well * 
Sonne Roper ( quoth he) wilt hi 
thou know why | was lo mer- cel, 
Ty indeed ? Tnat would I glad- EG 
ly Syr, ſaid 24. Roper . In goodÞ}?** 
Fayth, Sonne Roper, 1 retoyced he: 
thar I had given the Deuill afſ*® 

foalz fall, and that with theſe dc! 
Lordes, I had gone lo farre,*" 
as kno: great ſhame I cond fa) 
not J0 backe agayne. At winici all 
Vw 0: des MJ . Ropiy WAaXxe Q {1d, and ha 
thea they went bothin. n« 

No\ 


Syr Tho. More. "IF 
Now, vpon the report made 

by the Lord Chancellour, and 

the other Lords,to the King of 
their former diſcourſe, and pro- 

e:dings with Syr Thomas More, 

the King was fo highly offended 

with him, that he playnly told 
them , he was fully, purpoſed 
that the aforeſaid Parlament- 
Bill thold proceed forth agaynit 
him. To whome the Lord Chi- 
ceilour, and thereſt of the Lor- 
des {a1d, they perceived the vp- 
pr Houſe ſo precifely bent to 
heare him ſpake for himſclfe ,& 
to make an{were in his owne 
d:fence, thatif he were nor put 
out of the bill ,1t would without 
fayle be reteed of all. But for 
all chis, the King would needes 
haue his owne will therein , os 
ale( quaoth he ) at the paſfing 
T #15 


"T1 The Life of 
therof, I will my ſcife be perfo 
nally preſent, Then did th{m? 
Lord Chancellour, and thc refltie 
({teeing him fo vehemently benfſjst!: 
therein) vpon their knees , be 
ſeech his Grace in moſt "4s 
ble wile , to forbeare the ſame 
confidering, that it he ſhould! 
his owne pretence -TeEceiue aiiCro 
ouerthrow, it would not onifif” 
ENCOUrage Ie Sou bics ts euer aiffid 
ter to race mane him ; bur ailt 
throughout atl Chriſt:ndeme 
redound to his great diſhonou 
Adding thereunto, that the 
doubted not in tyme, to find 
{ome other matter againſt him 
which might {erue his Maieſt! 
; purpoſe Pp better; for in thi 
tormer buſines , eſpecially tha 
ofthe Nunne, bs 1s ACCOMPte4 
C oO they ) ſo-innocent an 

- Clear 


Syr The. More. 119 


deare,thar he is iudged of moſt | 
En2n , rather worthy of praiſe, 


then reprehenſton. Whereupon 
atlength, through their earneſt 
er{walions the King was con- 
cared to yield himſelte to their 
counſell . 

On the Morrow after, M. 


Cromwell mecung with HM. Ro- 


-7 1n the Paclament houſe, wil- 
l:d him to tell his Father, that he 
was put out of ins Parlament 
Bill; which newes M. Roper ſent 
home 1mmediatly to his wife, 
willing her to make the ſame 
knowne to her Father. Whereof 
when he heard- In good fayth 
Megge (quoth he ) 2urddiffertar, 
11 aufertur. After this it. bappes 
ned that th; Duke of Norfolke & 
Syr Tho. More. met togeather, 
and falling into familiar talke, 
| ' - as 
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Fo The Life of 

>the Duke {aid vnto him: By th 
Matle M.More, it 1s perilous {tri 
uing with Princes, & therefore 
I would with you ſomewhat to 
inclyne to the Kings pleaſure: 
For by Gods body, M. More, 1- 
dtrenatio Pri: Ccigts cAMors eff. Is 
that all my Lord( quoth he? ) 
ewes nag Fayth, there 1s no 
more ditterence betweene your 
Grace and me, but that I may 
dye to day,& you to morrow. 

In this Parlament was a ſta- 

tute made for the Oath of Su- 
premacy, and lawtulnes of the 
Kings Marriage; and within a 
while afcer all the Prieſts of L6- 

don, and Weſtminſter, & with 
them Syr Thomas More only, & 
no lay man beſides, were cited 

to appeare at Lambeth, before 
«be Biſhop of Canterbury, the fly 
= —"Irob 


y th 


ſtr. 
fore 
it to 


ure: 
» 1 the 
4 
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"OUr 
may 
CW. 
ſta- 


STE 


LY 


Syr Tho. More. war* -P 
ord Chancellour, and Secreta-" 
ry Cromwell, Commiſſioners,ap- 
poynted there to tender the 
Oath vnto. them. 
Vpon this ſtrange citation Syr | 
The. More,as his accuſtomed mi- 
ner euct was, alwayes before he 
eatred into any buſines of im- * 
ortance ( as when he was firſt © 
choſen of the Kings priuy Cou- ' 
cell, when Its was fent Emba/- 
1d;r, appoynted Speaker of the 
Pulament- Houſe, created Lord 
Chancellour,or when he tooke * 
any weighty matter ypon him}. 
prepared himſelfe to Confef-" 
fon, heard Maſle,and was hou- 
ſed, in the Morning , the ſelfe * 
:me day that he was toappeare 
before 16 Lordes at Lambeth. 
And as he vſed often atothen. 


_—_ 


tymes of his departure front his * 


F waty 


nn 4 . 
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722 The Life of 
wife and Children ( whome he 
tenterly loued ) to haue them 
bring bim to. his boate, & there |... 
to kiſle them all, and bid them 
farwellzatthis tyme he would NU , 
not ſuffer any of them to fol- 
low him further then his gate, 
where with a heauy hart ( as by 
his countenance appeared |} he 
tooke his leaue of : uhm & with 
M. Roper and foure ſeruants en- 
_ tred 1nto his 'boate, towardes 
Lambeth : wherein fitting ſtill 
ſadly for a while,atlaſt heroun- 
ded M. Roper1n the care, & laid: 
Sonne Roper, thanke our Lord 
God,the ficld is wone:. What he 
ment by.that, they did not well 
vraderſtand , yet loath to ſeeme 
isnorant, CA. Roper ſaid ; Syr, I 
am. Yery olad thereof. And as 
they after coeur ed, 1t was. for 


that 


_-_ 


Syr Tho. Moree 123 
hat the loue he had to God, 
rought in him ſo effefually, 
that it vtterly conquered all his 
arnall afte&tions. - * 


Art his comming to Lame 
1+, he behaued himlelfe fo dif- 


© Ecreetly before the Commiſſio= 
vy nzrs, at the miniſtration of the 
C 


orfaid Oath, (as may be ſeene 


"mh Dilarge in certayne Lerters of 
Pe is ſent to M."* Roper , extant in 
es 


zprinted yolume of his works } 
; they had litle, or nothing to 


"7" Fay vato his charge; yet durſt 
ud: tiey not, as1t ſeemed, diſmiſſe 
ord im,but comitted himto the cu- 
the Body of the Abbot of Weſtmin= 
vell &:, for 4. or 5. dayes; durin 
-M* Fith tyme the King hanna, 3 
: » I Frith his Counlcll, what order; 
| fo rcre beſt to be taken with hima, 


nd albeit in the beginning, it 
Fa Was 


"124 The Life of 
was reſolued that he ſhould vp 
his oath be diſcharged; yer did 
Queene Axre_, through her 
importunateclamours, fo farre 

reuaile with the King againſt 
Fin that contrary to the Com: 
miſſioners expectation, he was 
committed to the Tower. 

Now, as he was :conduded 
| thitherward by water, wearing 

(as he commonly did } a chayne 

of gold about his Necke, M. &;- 

chard Crcmwell , who had the 
charge of conueying him to pri. 
ſon, aduiſed him to ſend home 
his Chayne to his wife, or to 
ſome of his Childre. Nay (quoth 
he) that will Inot, for1t I were 
taken in the field by myne ene- 
my,I would he ſhould fare ſom- 

Veeth better for me. At his 

linding at the Tower gate, M. 
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Syr Tho. More. 


rcceiue htm, where the Genrle- 
man Porter demanded of him 
his vpper garmet. Why heere it 
15s(quoth he ) & preſently tooke 
oit his Cap,and delinered it vn- 
t him,ſaying ; 1am very ſorry 
M.Porter, thatitis no better for + 
you, Nay ( quoth the Porter )T 
muſt haue your Gowne Syr. OI 
cry you mercy,good M.Porter, 
for now indeed I remember, 
that my Cappe is not my vp- 
p2r garme t, but only the thatch 
of my ind old Tenement. - 
So then was he by M. Lieute= 
nant conueyed to his Lodging, 
where he called vnto him one. 


 TohnWood his owne ſervant, ap= 


p2ynted_ there to atrend- im, 
wio could neither write nor 
reade , and {wore him before 

F 2 the 


es; "; C: * 
I "1 ELD be * 
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Lieutenant was ready there to 
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728 The Life of 
the Lientenant,that if he ſhoul! 
heare or ſee at any time, hisMai 
er write, or ſpeake any man 
ner of thing agaynſt the King 
Councell, or State of the land 
he ſhould reveale 1t to the Lieu 
tenat,that the Lieutenat might 
make the ſame knowne to the 
Counſell. 

After he had remayned in the 
Tower about a moneth , hi 
daughter Roper ( hauing greatly 
defired tofee her Farther ) made 
earneſt ſuite, & gotleave to vi- 
fir him:at whoſe coming / after 

. the ſaying of the ſeauen Pialmes 
& Letanyes, which he was euer 
accuſtomed to lay with her ) be- 
fore they fell into diſcourſe of 
any other matter, among other 
ſpeachzs he ſaid vnto her: Ibe: 
lieue Megge, that they who hauz 
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Syr The. More. 127 {| 
put me heere, thinke they have {k 
done me a great diſpleaſure: But 

I afſure thee on my fayth/myne 
owne good daughter )if it had | 


not ben for my wife & you my 


Children, whomel accopt the 


chiefe part of my charge, I 


would not hause failed long ere | 
now, to haue incloſed my ſelfe 


in a ſtraiter roome then this. 


But ſince I am come hither, 
without myne owne deſert, I 
truſt that God of his goodnes 
will disburden me of my care, 
and with his gracious help ſup= 
ply my want amongſtyou. And 
Ifhnd no cauſe(I thanke God 
Merge ) to reckon my fſelfe in 
worſe caſe heere, then in myne_ 
owne houſe. For me thinkes 1n 
this caſe, God maketh me euen 
a wanton, ſetting me ypon his 
F 4 knees 


” |x"F 


| ' * knee, and dandling me. 


The Life of 


\  Thusby hispatient ſuffering, 
and cheerfull demeanour in all 
* his tribulations and diiaſters, it 
plainly appeared, that nothing 
ſeemed painfull ynto him, but 
rathera profitable E xercife, for 
. the good of his foule, Then whe 
he hadqueſtioned a while with 
his daughter about his wife 
Children, and houſhold tate in 
his abſence, he asked her how 
Queene Annes did ? Never 
better Father(quoth ſhe.)Neuer 
better Mcgge (quoth he : ) Alas, 
alas, it pittieth me to remember 
;nto what miſery ( poore Soulc) 
the will ſhortly come . 

Afﬀeer this, M. Lieutenant c6- 
ming one to day his chamover to 
viſit him, & recoftiting the many 
courtelies, and benehts that | 


189 


had 


ad 
han 
the 
him 
It 11 


2d heerrofore received at his 
kinds, and therfore how much 


$8 zercayne him friendly , & make 
ins him 00d c chzre, which the caſe 
, butii inding as 1t did; he could not. 
, forſf as hz would }do, without the 
whe kings high diſpleaſure,8& ther- 
with fort hoped he would accept of 
wite {i w n ,and of ſuch poore 
10W Wnant, -quorh Syr Thomas More) 
-Ucr Wow verily [ belieue, all you 
euer ſhiuz [aid tobe true, for which ' 
las, W do moſt hartily thanke you. 
wer Wind aſſure your felfe, M Lieu- 
ui) Mcenant, when you {ce me miſhke | 
ny cheere, then thruſt meout 
co- þt your doores , as a very vo- 
T0 ſWhankefull Gueſt. 
ny EW Now wheras the Oath above - 
mentioned made to confirme 


Fe: the 


 Syr Tho. More. 12'S | 


the more bound he was to en=- _ 


1z09 The Life of 
the RK. Snpremacy & mariage, 
was copriled in veiy few wor- 


des, the Lord Chaunceliour & 
Secretary Cropwcl; ard of ihur 


owne heads, adde more wor.is 
Yi.toit, to make it appcare of 
'more force, and to foi.nd ber- 
ter in the Kings eare : which 
Oath lo awplified, they had cal. 
{:d to be miniſtred to Syr The 
145 More,& to al others throgh- 
out the Kingdome. The which 
Syr Thomas More perceiing ſaid 
oneday to his daughter Roper: | 
may tell thee Mecece , they that 
committed me hither for refu- 
i1ng the Oath, not agreabieto 
the Statute,are not by their own 
law able to 1wſtify my 1mpriſo- 
ment. And ſurely Daughter, it 
35 great pitty , that any Chriſti 


Pirnce jhould , by ſo flexible a 


Coun- 


Syr Tho. Wore? 
Counſell ready to follow his af.. - 
f:15n3, & bylſo weakea Cler= 
cy wanting grace to ſtand con-. 
itancly ro their Religion, with 
fartery be ſo groflely abuſed. 
Butatlength the Lord Chan- 
celilour, & "M. Secretary elpying 
their owne ouerhight 1n that be« 
halte, were glad afterwards to 
find a meanes that another Sra- 
tice ſhould be made forthe con- © 
frmation of the fayd Oath fo 
mmpiifyed , with theyr addi= 
ons . 

And wheras Syr T homas More 
had mace a conueyance, for the 
ifpoling of his lades, reſerutng: 
onely vnco himſelfe, an eſtate 
tor terme of life, 46d after his 
teſceaſe ſome part therof to his 
wife & children, & other fome- 
to his Sonne Ropers wite, for a - 
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132 .TheIifeſ. 
loynture, in conlideration ſhe 
was an Inheritrciie in poiteſ:5 
of more then a hundred pes fl to 
byrcheyeare : And hkew lc o- lt: 
ther ſome to M. Ko; _ Eh with 
inrecompence of Their Niai 1, cel aft 
money, with divers 1cmayn ders 
ouer and beſides : AY which col 
ueyances and ailurances, be: ng Mic: 
madeand finiſhed longe before ty 
any matter ( wherof he was ar-lf c: 
taynted ) could be made an of-ſ v1 
fence: yet by Statute were they (2 
[now all clearely auoyded , aid ÞÞ n« 
all che lands that he haa in (uch lll hy 
fort atlured vpon his wife and ſ at 
children by the ſayd couey aces 
( cotrary to order of the lawes) I ©: 
taken from them., and fortay- 
ted into the Kings handes, ex-Iſſ p 
cept ONiy ih at po! "ON W Ay tg Q 
- had aur 3 VPO M. Kit "ot d 
Wiit 


Syr Tho. Moree 132 
wife, by reals that after the brit 
conNueyace, Winch was reſerved 
for the terme ct his 
fs, he had, vpon turther con- 
bieration , Within two Gaycs 
aft.r , by another conu-yance 
O1UCN he {ame 1m meaatly 0 
M. R:per and his wiſe 2» 11 pre- 
[en poſſetion - So as the Sta- 


to bumnielie 


I ture had oaly auoyded the fitit 
for Faiting no more 


CON Hs ae 
voto the King the had byn pal- 
{:d therin ; and the {eccor-d con- 
ney ance pailed to M. Rojer and 
his wife « being dated two dates 
atrzr ) falling without the com- 
iſe of the law , was adiudged 

eood,and Va als. | 
yyr Thomas 1 Orc being now 
priſoner in the Tower, and one 
day looking forth ar Has WIN - 
dow, ſaw Father of” S30u { na. 
meg 
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T3234 The ' & F - 
M. R qnold; ) ana three monkes 
of the Charterhouſe, gOING out 
of the Tower to ex: -Cur10n, tor 
that they had refu {ud the ud 
of Supr emacy: wheru; D © he lan. 
guithi: 19 1t were with Helyre to 
beare them compa by {ay vn- 
to his da aghter Koper then Pre- 
f ne- Looke c Alerar, ; peſtrhog 
not ſee that theſe! 5/et1 4 Fathers 
be now JOINT As pris 82 ily 9 
thzir deathes_ , as Bridearomes 
ro their marriages 7 By W 11h 
thou maylſt ſee { myne owne 
 dzredauzhter \what a great d.f- 

 feren.et there is between ſuch as 

haue ſpent all theyr dayes 1n a 
religious, haird,and penitennall 
life, and ſuch as haue, in this 
world , like wretches / as thy 
poore Father he re hath done) 
conſume ail their tyme 1n plea- 
fure 


4 


are 


04t 


_ T. FED yo YS 
re and eals For which God , 
our of h1s gr acionsGoounes w ql 
n>100e: tucker them roremayrie 
20.010 this vale of miſery aiid 
Muiry, but wil lipecdiiy tran- 
if 2 them heceinto the truitio 
of his euerlatting Dey W _ 
3 ay t1 ly Fake; , Mcnge, Wand 
tia mot wicked cayt! ifte] Tath 
iff:4 tha whole courts of his 
miſerable life moit afalty Gol1 
tinking him not wortay to; 
z:tyne fo.toone thereants, 
Juueth h:re himia the worid ,\ 
20 de furth-r tryed, plunged, 8& 
and turmoyled in mifery. _ 
Within a whyicafter, AM. 
Secretary CAME tO him from the 
King , and pretending, much 
trend ſhip towardes him fad, 
that the Kings Highnes was = 
zood and gracious Lord, not 
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IC The Life of” 


p<n & inks IF Ci he had NU: 2C } 


Truitl {hall,God, to enter in awhile 


mynding any matter thencefor- 
ward, wherein he ſhould have 
cauſe of {cruple to trouble his tne 
conlcience. As foone as : 17. vr wil 
crel.try Was Geparted toexpreſſe 
whatcomtorther:c:iued of his 
ſpezches, hetookea coale { for 


& wrote theie iynes following . 
Eye anering F Tt#,10 , Looke thes 
p wcreſe f Tagre, 
Nor wore for pleaſant'y, berinto 
fmt, 
Act 7 471) thou wouldi/t my THis 
all repayre 
here ”y l; fr thou ſhalt not me 
eTut'l: 


Thy Hates of Heaneas, ſure and 
Uniforme. 
Ie: 

Eucr aficr a calme , looke 1 Ne 
SFOYmIC\ ne 
| Now 


Syr-Tho. More. 157. 
Now Syr Thomas More, had 
continued almoſt fix weekes in 
the Tower, before the Lady his 
wife could obteyne licence to 


eſſe {viſit him. Who at her firſt com-. 
his (ning to him ( hkea good hm- 
fr ple worldly woman) bluntly f1- 
\e ) Mluted him jn this manner: What 
.o , :cood-care AM. : More, I mer- 
og Mraile that you , who haue ben al-_ 
 Wrayes hicherto taken for fo 
270 viſe a man, will now fo play the 
fooleto ly here 112 this cloſe fil- 
ies thy priſon, and be content tobe 
thus ſhut vp among(t mice and. 
me (rats, when you might be abroad 


at your liberty, with the favour 
file £nd good will both of the King 
nd Mend his Counſel], if you would 
dur do as all the Biihops, & beſt 
earned of the Realme haue do- 
ne? And fince you haue at Che/- 


WG, 


19 The Life of 
fey aright fayre houſe, yourTi 
brary , your Bookes, your Gar he 
den, your Orchard, & all othe 
neceſſaryes hidfore about you 
where alſo you mght, in the 
copany of me your Wiſe, Chil 
dren and houſhold be merry ; 
mule what a Gods Name yo 
meane thus fodly ta tarry here! 

After he had a while quiet! 
heard her, with a chcerefull coi 
tenance "ts {aig ynto her. [ pra 
thee good 2's Alice tell me ongÞout 
thinge. W hat is that,quoth ſheInv' 
Is Ros this hou'le as neere Hea- 
uen as myne owne? whereto af. 
ter her accuſtomed homely fa 
ſhion. not liking fuch "as he: 
ſhe anſwered: Tille-q Valle, Tile 
walle. How ſay you Mrs, 7” 
15 1t not ſo” QUOtn h2 * ) Bon: 
Dems, bone Dca, Man, wall you 
Oid 
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Syr Tho. More. 
old Tricks neuer be left quorh 
he againe? 
Choe» ſaid he, if itbe fo, it 1s 
rery well;for 1 ſceno great Cau- 
le why I ſhould i toy much either 


in my gay houſe,or in any thing 


belonging thereunto,when as if 


Ihould but live ſeauen 'yeares | 


vnder ground , a:id then riſe a- 
ine and come thirher, L hould 
not fayle to ind iom? F weillag 
tie:ein, that wauld bid me ger 
wrof d 20res,X tell me it Were 
n5-12 05 myn1e. What cauſe than 
haugTtolous ſuch a houſe, as 
woild fo ſoon: forget his old 


© h 
Mitt: ? Soas her perſwalions 


m2yea him nothing at all. 


Not los after this chere came 


mo him , the Lord Chancel- 
Dur,th: D 1k2s of Norfolke 
y, folk. , with Maiſter S2cretary, 
and / 


and 


y A s ORET IP "IF 


) Well then ca. ans 


140 The Life of 
and divers of the priuy Conn 
{e]l, at rwo ſeuerall tymes, whi 
vied all poſlible policy to pry 
cure him either preciſely toc 
felſe the Supremacy , or dire& 
Iy to deny it. Whereunto ( a 
appeareth by the booke of hi 
Examinations ) they could n: 

ver bring him, or1uſtly taxe hin 
for the contrary. 

Shortly heereupon , one 
R c5( created after wardes Lord 

\_ Rich)thatthen was newly mad 
th: Kings Sollicitour , Syr R; 

chard Southyvell, & one M. Pai 

 mey leruant to the Secretary 
wereſent vnto SyrThomas More 
vnder colour of fetching hi 


CAL. Paimer were buly in D1C 
king them yp, M. Rich preten 
dn 


Bookes away from him. And 
whilſt Syr Richard Sourhwel/,ant 


ing 
mo 
pole 
to h: 
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Syr Tho. (More. ME 7 
onnMins friedly diſcourſe with him, 
wh$nogit other things (of ſer pur- 
propoſe as irſcemed )ſaid thus yn- 
) collto him:For as much as 1t 1s well. 
reaYknowne AM. More, thatyou are 
( aſe man both wile, and well lear- 
f hiMicd , al well in the lawes of the 
4 nefſkcalme , as otherwiſe, I pray 
- hinfWjou therefore, let me in cour- 
ly, and good will beſo bold to 
ze MſÞpur you this caſe. Admit there- 
were Syr (quoth he) an At of 
Parlamenr, that all the King-- 
dome ſhould take me for King, 


PM wouid not You then M. More, 
ary Mrke me for King? Yes marry, 
Mor quoth Syr Thomas More) that 
2 hi} Fould I Then put caſe further - 
Andl{quorh M, Rich: Admit there 
// and werean Ac of Parlament,that- 
p1cY all rhe Realme ſhopld. cake me 
2rcn ior Pope, would nat you' them. 
din 


CM. 
[ _ 


1 42 The Life of 
HM: More take me for Pope ! 
For an{were( quoth Syr Thermal 
eMore ) to your firſt cafe , the 
Parlament may well { M. Rich 
meddle with the ſtate of tempo. 
ralPrinces; butto make anſ{were 
to your later caſe: Suppoſe the 
Parlament would make a law, 
that God ſhould not be God: 
would you M. Rich , then ſay, 
thar God were not God ? No Syr 
(quorth he } that would I not, 
No more ( quoth. Syr Thomas 
More ) as M. Rich after reported 
of him , could the Parliament 
makethe King ſupreme head of 
the Church. And fo M. #i<, 

with the reſt departed. 

Now ypon the only report of 
this x Syr Thomas More was 
indited of Preaſon , vpon, the 
Statute, whereby it was. made 

; 'Trealvn 


Syr Tho. More. 147 
reaſon to deny the King to be 
yreme head of the Church: 
nco which Inditement, were | 
uttheſe heynous words, Ma- 
iouſly, Traitrouſly, and Dijaboli- 
uy.Whereupon preſently after 
& was brought fro the Tower 
oan{were the Inditement- at . 
e Kings Bench barrez& bein 
ere arraigned before the Iud- - 
es, he openly told the; Thathe 
ould be content to haue abid-' 
len the rigour of the law by 
tus their 1inditement, but then 

be ſhould therby be driven to 
confeile falſely of himlſelfe the 
matter indeed, which was the 
tenyall of the Kings Suprema- 
(y,and which he proteited was 
noſt yntrue, Whereferchepleas. 


led therto-not gudry; amd fo res. 
gucd antbilals aduantage! 
©. C7 


. 


a — 


" T94- - The Life o 
to be taken of the body of the 
matter,afrer verdict, to auoyd 
that Inditement. And moreouer 
' he added; Thatif theſe only o- 
dious tearmes Maliciouſly , 7 ray- 
zerouſly, 8 Diabolically - were left 
'_ out of the Inditement, he ſaw 
nathing therin , wherwith. iu- 
ſtly ro charge him. 

Then for proofealleaged yn- 

«to the lury,that Syr Thomas More 
was guilty of this Treaſon , M. 
Rich was called forth, to giue 
euidence vpon his Oath,as he 
did againſt him.To whome, ha- 
ung thus {worne , Syr Thomas 
More fpakein this wile : ]f this 
Oath of yours be true M. Rich, 
then I pray God,chatT may ne- 
uer {ee him in the face 1n his 
Kingdome; which I would not 
'fay, were at otherwile, to gayne 


oe 


the 


the 
ted hi 
diſco! 
rence 
the 
Trutl 
he {a1 
2m m 
then 4 
betide 
that n 
to m? 
you T 
a5 fo 
any tr 
(you 
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while 
your- 
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23 YOU 


ſory'y 


ted he to the Court, the'whole ' 
erffdiſcourſe , of all their Confer- 
o-ffr:nce, and putting of Cafes in”: 
5-ſihe Tower, according to ths 
Truth. And turning to M. Rich 
whic ſaid: In good fayth M. Rich, I 
x-Y:m more ſory for your: Periury-! 
then for, myne owne perall. Ang: 
1. Fbclides, you ſhall ynderſtand, 

oy hat neither I, norany man alle 
{, ſto my knowledge , ener tooke * 
you tobe a man of ſuch credit,” 
3 to communicate vYnto'you ? 
ny matter of importance; and * 
[you well know I haue ben'a6-. 
quainted with you - 60 ſmall - 
while And hauc knowne yorw,& S 
your- Converſation from: pe : 
ery youth; for we dwelled I6g: 
tether in one Pariſh; where rey.” 
» yourſelfe can tell beſt; Lanny” 
ry you abs a6 f5'to fay) 
you 


hy 
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The Life'of 
you were eſteemed very light of 
your tongue, a great Dicer, and wh 
of no commendable Fame, or fi: 
Name :, Can it therefore ſeeme fro 
likely to your Lordſhips, that I or 
would in {o weighty a mitter, fn" 
ſo ynaduiſedly ouerſhoote my fe 


ſelfe,as to truſt M. Rich( a man ;n) 


reputed alwayes by me,and o- 6 
thers for one of litle truth , as BN. 
your Lordſhips haue heard , fo ſh: v 


farre, aboue my Souera'!gne the fmi] 


: King,or abouc any: of his noble fknc 


Counſellors; that Il would-yt- 
ter vato him the ſecrets of my 
Conſcience,touching the Kings 
Sypremacy? The ipeciall, poynt 
and only marke fo long .aymed 
atinall my ations? The thing 
w.hich Ineuer did, or ever wold 
ofter-to, rhe Kings Maieſty him- 
ſe}fz 1 arto any of his Honov- 
rabls Counlel, 25-14: 15Not Vit 
a” _O know 


f FJ 
Ss . ef 
« 


9 The on 25 
mnow1nie vnto oe ard, WW: 
nd flwho ſundry aith ' hane* ByH" 
or kat vnto me , tnto the Tbwer* 
me from his Highnes owne perſon, 
at I for Ho other pufgoſe?* Catt this * 
ter, ſh your Iudgttents, my Lotds,,” 
my flkeme to ſtand with truth', in* 
nan any likely hood? Andyetifl had” 

d o- 6laid indeed ( my Lordes Jas 
as [4 R;trhath Falfly: bworne, fines: 
/lo ſt wasſpoken, as hefayth, infa-"\ 
the Emiliar'talke, affirming nothing,: 
able Þknd only in putting of caſes, 
-yt- Frithout other: fp rpteaſanit: cir-" 
"my ſkumſtznees, ifeantior wly be 


ings ſhken fo be ſpoken Maliciouſlya, 
Ke nd where there'is no Malice », 
me 2 6 


ere Eat be'n6 Offence. 25 
"And *bettdes this (my Lord 
j, ) I can never ehibks" thas' 
6 AP wotthy Biſhox s.fomas' 
y foflourable Perfon es,and 
; Vit ſo man 5 Gan worſhipfull; wite: 
530) G3 and 


=" 5g 


| Vlis 


«The Life 

: ann Ref as were 
a embled at the making of that 
Law i in the Parlament , cuer 
meant.to. haue any man puni- 
ſhed by.death,, 1n. whomse there 
could be. found.no' cHalice: tor 
if. Malice be taken for Sinne gee 
nerally . then is.there no. man 
thatcan excuſe. himſelfe therak; 
St, Dixe r:2445,, qn0d Percatum non 


habemus cc. And as for the ter- 


me,cAaliciouſiy it 15 QOt 12 this 
| Statute to be taken for, Ma- 


teriall; as-inhike. caſeygu know}: 


the terme. Fordible.s ,, 15. meant 
in Forcitle Exiry 3 by which 
Statute if a mn enter patiently, 


and put not. his Aduerſary -our 
 ferddbbyy 3x is. no offence j;, but] 
G ke pur him our forwbly ; by 


<7 Yrat it-15 an.Q Ko . 
IE, punulhgd The this 


d.1 


«me. farcifecty; roo (06 + 
Ten eufira Wt cls ah Fed 


_— 


* "Sy. Tho. More. 
Mareauer / my Lords:)'the 


manifold goodnes of the- Kings 
Highnes himſelfe, who hatlcben 
fo many : wayes. my2:hngulkr 
, good Lord ,&graciqus ſoucray- 


gne,who hathialwaies ſo deerly 
afteted me, and.cuen at my fidſt 


coming 'yatohi{Royal derutce, 
aduaced ne ta thedigoryofdus 


Honopraþle:priny)-Gounlelh , 


 youchſaling toadmit! nic-afrer- 
ward to. Offices of: great: credit 
,andHanour:; and laikly,toigualt 
_ nie tathatiweighty:roamantdis 


Maieltyes high Chauncdllonr, 


{ che like whereaf he nener did. 
' to any temporal man his[ybhiet 
befare )nexato.bhigawatRojal 
. pecfon.the higheſt QtGagui ths 
. noble kingdomezfo farteabave 
. my merit or dzſ{err,and. this:for 
.the {pace of ahons twenty:years 
 togeather,ſhewing his: continu- 


=p G 3 all 


- —  .. 


oango vi The Tife of 
-all favour towards me; vntill at 
- myneowne poorefuite { giuing 
! me!his gracious licence to be 
? ftow tche'litle refid ue of my life 
- 1n_ the feruice of 'God, for the 
vgood of my ſoule ) it pleaſed his 
: Highnes of his eſpeciall good 
,mes,/to difcliarge and disburde 
_ + metherof; now all this his high 
- , NeS fauour(Uay)thus boirtifull 
extended, & ſolong continue: 
: coxrardes [me conſidered , as it 
* oughr,, 1a my mind is ſufficient 
?tocouince this launderous ſur 
. "miſe of M. Rich,fo wrongfull 
i{worne agaynſt me, 
1 - When Sr" Thomgs More had 
' thus ſpoken, M. Rich ſeing him 
: ſelfe Fired and his credit 
fo fouly diſgraced, cauſed Sy 
Richard SouthYell , & M. Palmer 
| t{who'were alfo preſent at the 
_ . - nameofrheir Conference is his 
LE. $ i Cham- 


ger by Syr Thomas More , 1- de- 


> 
Chamber )to be [w rhe, Wi 
wordes had paſſed berwixt the. 
Whereupon M. Palmer vpon his 
d:pokition ſaid; That he was ſo 
buſy, in putting vp Syr Thomas 
Mores Bookes into a {acke, that 


he tooke no heed of their ſpee= 


ches.Syr Richard SouthYell ike- 
wile vpon his depoſition ſaids 
That becauſe he was only ap- 
poyated to looke vnto the con- 
uzyace of his Bookes, he gaue no 
oreat eare vnto-what they ſayd. 

 Afﬀeer this, many. other rea- 
ſons & arguments were allead- 


ence of his owne Innocency,& 
to thediſcredir of M. Rich,in the 
forſaid point; Notwithſtanding 
all which, the Iury found hn. 
guilty, and immediatly ypon 
their yerdit, the Lord Chaun- 
cellopr { for that buſineſle there , 


G 4 chicts 


I; 


"able to fay for kimſelfe , to thy 


tabork, he”) this Tudgment is 


lawes of Ged & his holy Chur ch 
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no oi commiſſioner) beginning WiC 
"fo proceed to Tudgment againſt EWwP 
Fit ,Syr Tho. More laid vnto him, *) * 
— My Lord, when I my felfe'?9* 
" Was fowardes the Fd the” ma- M25 
"ner inſuch caſes'was to aske the ſſ"#i! 
" Prifoner before ſenterice of Cs. 01 £ 
| demnatis, why Indgmet ſhould (jo > 
' not be giue agaynſt Pim? Wher- ſal 
' ypon the Lord Chicellour ſtay- [OY 
Ing the fentence'( wherein he F/'© 
"Had partly b : - il to proceed /de- In9ps 


Mmaunded ofhim, What he was $ he 
Linc 


ſian 

and C 
Cath 
Real: 
mem! 
the ( 
powe 


FoneraryZ Phan Syr Tho. More, 
in this ſort, moſt humbly mady 
.anſwere. 

' For aſmuch as., my Lordes, 


grounded ypon an Act of Par: 
lament diretly repugnit ro the 


the ſupreme: governement of 
which 


SL, ” £ 


Sy The. More: "MF --1f 
pick pocy Fire teregn, 
aſt -3poral Prince may prelume . 
by a3 zemporallliw ,.to take | 
fe 1001 hum, as rightfully, belon-. 
- 12s 2 the Sea of Rome ; ;A Pitts. 
he tual! p: -heminence. OR &d,. 
5. and graared , by, the dark 0 
14 Jon >au1oUr himſelfe ;being] per-. 4 
{0 aally preſent Ypon the Eact Ke : 
oaly vnto S. Petgr the Apoite, c 
Med Ris lai full pcceflars, Bi- 
hops of che ſame Sea, by 5 Po the 
prerogatiue; [tis not. there fore \ 
[uih1ent inough 1 for One Chri- 
ſian Catholike man to, charges” * 
and conuince another; 'Chnſtan,) ) 
Catholike man, & lay, that\ this, d 
Realme of England{ being þ ut, 
? Encmber, $4 nal oy  OVY 

the - Church. of iC AG 


» power and Akin j MEL. 


[111 


k particular law , difagreable fro 3 
f ihe generaltiaw df Chrilts Vrie 
'S WM. Y verfall” 


EDT ONY NY 


184 + h Tie $2 
uerlall Catholique Church: no 
more then the Citty of L 33) 2, 
being but one poore member im 
relpet of the whole Kingdoms, 
might make a law avay:ſt an 
Att of Parlamenr, to bind this 
whole Realme. Kid further he 
ſhewed, that it was corrary bo:h 
rothe ancient Lawes, & Statu- 
es: of out « owne Realme, nor thc 
repealled,, -as thcy might well 
ſee in Magna Carta; nod Acc lefra 
liberaftt, & habeat 'omnia in. in- 
tegra, "Orr as bi ileſas; 15: an1 
cotrary likew! 

Oath, which the Kings Hiyhne 
hiaſelfe,and eucry hos Chee) 1- 
-ſtkan' Prince of this realme with 
great Solgmiry a bath EueT ta- 
ken: at their Corogation. Allea- 
IS moreoutr., that no more 


mig hit chis Realms of Em land 


refule obedicnce to the of | 


af WY is 


% 
% 


e to that 15-6 | 


\ ” Rome} 


1.1 A ( 


'L 
More 
Wer. 
ſhop 


ned 


AR 
very 
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Rrme_, then the child might Te. 
fuſe Obedience 'ro his natural] 
Father: for as S.Pau!ſayth of the 
Corinthians, I haut regeneratedyou. 
my Children in Chrji#t; fo might 
holy $.Gregory Pope of Rome_—,of 
whome ( by S. Augufine his 
meiſenger) we Engluhmen firſt 
recciued the Chriſtian fayth, 
wuly ſay, T ou are my Children,be- 
cauſe 1 hane zinen you eacrlaiting 
ſaluation ( a farre, and better, & 
more noble Inheritance, then 
any carnall Father can leaue ro 
tis Children )& by regeneration. 
made you my C hildren in Christ. 
 Tothis (peach of Syr Thomas. 
More the Lord Chancellor anf-. 
wered ; That ſeeing all the Bi-. 
ſhops, V niuerhities , 8& belt Jear-. 
ned of the Realme, had to thus, 


Ac of Parlament agreed,it was 
Þ very greatly to be admired, 


gs +: $ 
: ; [: 

: 

3 : 
F / 4 
: 4. ,; 8] : 
M E * 
w } > j : # 

- % : 
: - ; E021 
% =; | 

. o A : iv 
WE 15, 


G's 


A 2% 
<P 
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at ichoalone. Ne oA them all, 
would lo ſtifly: {ticke, and aroue 
ſo vehemently againſt; It. 
To this S3r Thomas «More a- 

Zr replyed, ſaying: It the nn- 

er of Piſhops,and Vniuerſties 
be fo marer1all, as your Lord- 
ſhip ſeemeth to take it; then [ 
ſee little cauſe ,my L.otd why 
that thing old Suke any, 
change atallin my Coſcience ; 
For I nothing doubt ( though 
notin this Reali me,yetin Chi 
ſtendome round 2bour, the na- 
ber of learned.men and Biſhops 
tbbe farre greater,.w ho will de- 
fentand main tayne the contra- 
ry;and therefore am I not boi- 
den to conforme my colcience 
to the Councell” of one King- 
dome acainſt the genera): Cou- 
cell bf Chititerdome. | 


3 W,w hen ne homas More. | 
''- Yor 
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far «& 


ment 
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Syr Tho. More. þ © lis 
far the auoyding of the Indites 
ment had taken as many CXCe® 
tons as he thought hr , the 
1 Lord Chaiicellour loath to haue 
n-Mth: burden of thar ludement 
es E wholy to depend vpon himlel- 
l- tc chere openly asked the aduils 
I Wot the Lord F:t2- lames{ then, 
RY 8 Jig caie efe IGltic Ee Of the Kings 
dl Bench a nd 1OYnNea IN fea Sr 
Min wath him Jwhether this Ine 
h Ecrcment were ſumcient or ng, 
i. Þ Who, ike a difcrect man, aul-. 
i- Lw-red: My Lordes (quorh he ) 
by S. In:12u( that was euer his 
oath | I muſt needs cofcile, that 
fthe At of Parlamens be: nor 
valawfull; then'ts not the Indi-* 
e. temenr 10 my conſcience inſuf- 
bg ficient. Whereu on the Lord... 
1- Chancel Jour. 0 00s the reſt of. 
the Commillioners : Loe my., 
Lordes, youall heare what my 
Lord 


4s 4 
Fi. a * 
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"ven The Life of 
' Lord chiefe Iuſtice ſayth, &<& 
Immediatly he gaue lndgment, 
Waich being'doac the commil- 
foners, yet further oftered him 
curtzoully , al! fatourable audi- 
ence, if he would ſpeake: who 
 aniwered;1 haue no more toſay 
my Loras, but that ,like as the 
/Bleiflzd Apoitie S. Pau?( as we 
"read 1h th: As of the Apo- 
ſtles } was pretznr, and conſen- 
rei ro the death of S. Stephen, & 
kzor their cloths that ſtoned 
him to dzath, and are now both 
| ho'y Sainres 1n h2auen; fol ye- 
rily truſt, and thall right hartily 
pray, that rhough your: Lord- 
ſhips haue now heere in carth 
" bya Iudges ro my Condemna- 
tion, yer may we hereafr&@ 
mecre all togeather 1n eucrla- 
ſting glory. 


After his condemnation he 


depar- 


Syr The. More. 159 
parted from the Barre towac- 
ies the Tower agayne, led by 
Sir willias Kiaziton a tall ſtron g 
and comely knight ) Conſtable 
of the Tower, & his very deere 
fr12d; who whe he had br ought 
him a part of the way towardes 
the Tower, with a heauy heart, 
the teares running downe his 
chezzkes, bad him Farwell. 'The' 
which Syr Thomas Moyres f(ee-'. 
ns, comforted him with as 
cood words as he could, faying: 
Good M K7725t24, trouble. not 
your ſelfe, burb: of goodchcere, 
tor [ will pray for you,and my 
g00d Lady your REN that we 
may meete togeather.1n Heaue,' 
Ware We hf be merry for ever. 
ah cucr. Anda little after Syr 
villiar K ingtone meeting with 


M. Roper fad: In good fayth M. 


Roper, 1 was aſhamed of my ſelfe 


har 


pr ——— The Ti f 


Father, 1 found my {eife fo fre- 
ble,and he fo ſtrong,that he was 


fayne to cafort me , who ſhould 


raiher haue comforted him, 

As S$yr The. More Cameneere 
vnto the Tower , his Daughter 
Rover defirous to ſee her Father 
once more bctore his death, and 
to receaue ns latt blething, gaue 


attendance about the Tower-' 


, wharfe, where he was to paſſe, 
& lo fooune as ſhe ſaw him , hatt- 
ning vato hum, without reſpet 
orcare of herlelfe, preſſed In 4- 
mong the throng of the Guaid, 
that with halbards went round 


_ abouthim, and there openly in. 


the fight of all asking him bleſ- 


Kay <a bWI7 +; 48 
 hngon her knees unhrac't him, 


tooke him about the necke,and 


kiſſed him. Who, with a merry 
cquntenance , nothing at all 


by NY Oe. © 
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thac at. my departure from your 


deied 
bleſſt: 
5 Of 
& 
more 
cond: 


the d 


ſcat h 


ling t 
Dans 
WIItt 
the al 
kes }2 
vent 
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be {01 
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row. 


$1 Tho: ; © | 
lcietted, gaue, her his Re. li 
blefing, with many Godly 15-þ 
5 des of comfort, & the F228? 
da So remayned. he in the Tower: 
morethen eight daycs after his 
'e condemnation, from whence, 
r the day before he ſuffered, he LE 
T Eſent his ſhirt of hayre( not wil- [4 
d Fling to haueit ſeene)to: his ſaid ill 
a. Daughter Roper , ind a Letter 
- Ewritcen with a cole / printed 3 in 
> the afors{aid booke of Ng WOT - 
- Wes }exprefling playnly the fer- 
t Fuente Idyrd be Lodo fu fer on x 
” the Morrow, in theſe wordes 1 | 
> following : I comber you, good 
* BMarenret very mt 1ch, butl wold | 
1 Bbc forry if it ſhould 7M any lon- 'l- 
, ge", then to Morrow ;- for to Ii 
Morrow 1s S., Thomas of Can-| Wi 
terbury his Eve, & the Ocaue | 
of $. Peter, & cherfore to Mor- 
rowlong I to goto God;it were 


Prot 


'S Io _—_ my pan YR 
3 g- > »4 


WT” Rs, . The Life of _ 
- a day very meete, and conuehono! 
nient for me: Tneuer liked youſſtyme: 
. manner better towardes mefhcape 
then when you laſt 1mbraceGit hat 
me, and when daughterly loueFput m 
and deare charity, Fe no icaY[haue 
{ure to looke. towards worldlheaſu: 
courteſy. End; 
" Vpon the next Morrow , acfhoun 
botfing as he wiſhed , earclalll 
i>the morning there came vn miſe! 
to him Syr Thomas Pope, his fin therf 
gular good friend, with a me{Ffearn 
ſaze from the King and CounYheer: 
ſell, that he muſt before nine of ” 
the clocke, the ſame morning M ther( 
ſuffer death, and that he ſhould arya 
forthwith prepare himlelt therF ſe x 
to. M. Pope (quoth he) for you he ) 
- good tydings, I moſt hartilyning 
thanke you. I hauc alwayes benff athe 
much bound to the Kings high-Jl feqd 
nes , for the many beanchts, = wall 

EE, 0« 


honours that he hath Rill from 


outyme to tyme moſt bounrtifully 


mcEhcaped vpon me; efpecially that : 
cellſit hath pleaſed his Maiteſty , to | 


ucFput me herein. this place, where 
e4Yl haue hall conuenient tyme and 
UYleaſure - to remember my laſt 
End; and now moſt of all am[ 
acY bound ynto his Grace, that T 
© h11l be ſo ſhortly rid out of the 
1Y miſcries of this wretched life, 8 
nf therfore will I not fayle to pra 
elFcarneftly for his Grace, bot 
NY heere & in the other world alſo. 
of The Kings pleaſure is fur- 
of ther{quoth Syr Thomas Pope )that 
14 ar your execution you fhall nor 
I vic many words. M.Pope(quoth 
uy he } you do well to giue me war- 
l ning of the Kings pleaſure, for 
NY otherwiſe I might haue of- 
tended his Maieſty agaynſt my 


will. I had indeed- purpoſed at © 
that 
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E that tymg, to have ſpoken ſon 
"what, but of.no matter of oitcc 
.to his Grace ; ncuertheles what 
Aoeuer I intended, I am ready ti 
coaforme my felfe obzdicnt] 
to his commandement.; And 
ibeſcech you, good M. Pope, be : 
;means'vnto his Maieſty that my 
;daughter Marearet maybe atm 
. Buriall, The King rs contented 
.already(quoth.5 yr. Thomas Pope 
that your wife, children,ando 
;ther of your Friends Wien liber 
ty to be preſent therar. O hoy 
much ami bound wnto his ora 
ce.quoth Syr Thomas: More jrhaff 
youchſafeth ro haueſo gracious 
a conlideration of my poore Bu 
Tiall. Whereups Sys T ho. Pope ta 
' king his Jeaue cold nor forvcars 
weeping : which Syr To. Mont 
perc-yuing , comforted ham 
_ this wile: Q et yg our r ſclfe 990; 


. 
8 
fl 
F h 
1 
1 - 
q 1 
1 _ 
= 
G 


I i Ret as A ern "NPE... + 


a 


”»> ; B 


Sr The.x More. wig: "|| 
a Pope, and be not difcomfor- FL-10 
- cd, for I cruſt we ſhall. one-day;. 7 
F: cch other 1n heaue, where wai” 
d | albefure ro liue,, and lone to+, 
xther 1n toyfull blifſeeternally.. 
V pon. Syr Thomas Popes depar-' | 
ure, he changed -himſelfe 1nto; * 
3s beſt apparel, as one that had | 
in nuited to fome, ſoleng foaſt,: 
yhich M. Zzeutenant leing, adui-, 
ed him to put it off, ſaying, that 
he that was to hayue it, was buta. 
Wavell What M.Lienterar(quoth, 
Þ-+ )ſhaf Laccompt him alauell, | 
that ſhall do. me.this day ſo fin-) 
puler a benefit? Nay Iaſjureyou, 
Fwcrc it cloth of Gold, I would: 
«comptaityery well beitowed:. 
TPQR him,as S. Cyprian did,,who:; 
J82ue to his Excqutioner,thirey, 
peeces.of Gold. Yet through the: 
JLicurenants perſuations healte-, 
xd lus Appargll y and atterthe. 
nd Kxang- 
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Executioner; & with atherefilfÞ 


Exiplevf the forſayd holy Mar: 
tyr;he gauethat litle money he 
had left, to his Executioner 
which-was one Angell of Gold 
-\'Then was he by M: Liewetrnit 
broght out of the Tower, '& fro 
thenceled towards the place o 
Execution , vypon the Tower-fſ 
hil.,where going Yp the Scaffold 
which was weake, & ready toff 
fall, he ſaid ſmilingly'to M. Lieu 
zen2t-Þ pray you, good M.Liewte-fout © 
at (ee melſafe vp,& for my co-f 
ming downelee me thifrfor my 
ſelfe. Then defired he all the peo-fif 
ple abouthim to pray for him, & g<<e 
to beare witnefle, that he ſhould 
now there ſuffer death in, & for 
the fayth of the Holy Catholi-F 
que Church. Which done: he 
ktiecled downe, and after his}!aJo 
prayers ſayd he turned to the £12 
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arcountenance ſpake thus merrily; | 
hevato him:.Pluckey Yu ini 

man, and. be not afrayd ita; do. 
thine Office: 'my necke r5foimr$ || 
what ſhort, therefore take: heedy... 8 
thou ſtrikeſt not awry, for fa” || 
wing of chyne honeſty : bur. af =. 
thou doeſt,vpon-my word Þ wile £S 
not heerafter.caſt it1n-thy teeth: 4 
$0, atone ſtroke of the Execu-' 4 
tioner, paiſed Syr Thomas More Þ || 
out of this world,to God, vpon | «*# | 
- the fame day - which: himlclfe: a5) | 
nad mAdefired. 6:Tulij irs 351+ | 
| So6ne after his death, incelli- 
gece therof came ynto the Ems: 

perour' Charles the fifth, wheres. * || 
vporche fent for, Syr. Thomas EB: © 
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